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One ts, That at the firſt Sattlement of Chriſti anity there, and for 4 con- 
Aderable Time after, the 1 was govern d by it eachers, ating in 


Comme and in Parity. 7 w/nch it 15 not to be nder/tood, as if the 7 


let in Scotland had resbytery in all the Modes of it, as dm it is 


eſtabliſh lifbed by Law ; but ouly that there was. a Parity, and not 4 Pretacy 


among the Church-Rulers in Scotland, at the 0 Settlement i Chriflic- 
nity, 222 for ſome Time after. _ N _—_— 
KV. 9 ns 91 0 
Indeed the. Recerds we have left us of thoſe Ti hi ford but an indi- 
bine Account of them, yet it's agreed, That & ing Donald l. (who entred 
07 his Government in the Tear 199) . the Chriſtian Religion ; 
and it 5, rationally thought by the tft Hiſtorians, that many. of 755 People 
were converted to 0 Chriſtiamty before 2 e. Baronids rmeth 25 
the Scots received the 2 Faith in 15 * Victor” S Baue, who Was 


Biſbop of Rome from 194, to 203. 


Now it is clear from the ſame Baronius ak the Current of Hiſtorians, 
that Paladius was the firſt Biſhop of the Scots. He was [ent thither by 
Pope Celeſtine who aſcended 355 Chair Anno 424 45.jo that at leaſt (ace 
cording to this Account) the Chriſlian Church in Stang Bad no Biſdops 


for the Space of 221 Tears after its firſt Plantation. 


But 
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The PREFACE. 
1t's true, Arch-Biſhop Spotſwood aſſerts, That Biſhops were ſetled in Scot- 
land with the Beginning of Chriſtianity, but that great Prelate would have 


given greater Satisfath1on to the World, had he given ſome better-Autho- 


rity than his own Word for what he 2 boldly affirmeth neither does he 
name any one of thoſe Biſbops till Amphibalus who Ge Jaith) fat firſt 
Biſhop in the Ile Zong or Icolmfall. * ä 


4 


But this was and almoſt a Hundred Tears after Chriſtianity came 
4. Hasi if himſelf., Howeber Spotſ Food is 2 in 


into \ 

this," "ibn "ather | Hiſtofians Waking Palad ſius the ff Biſhgp. 4 "] 
| The other Thing obſerved concerning the Government. of the Church of 
Scotland: 76, That the. Government of the Proteſt aut Church bj 2 ftabliſh's 
there by 17 of Parliament after the Reformation, was Pre ter? hh and 


SS + 


xot Epiſcopal. 


> the 7 Beginnings 4 Dawjing of the Reformation, 'tis r eat to be 
wonder d that the Government of the Church was not jo winch ref arded, 47 
the more weighty and material Points 0 Religion. 1 Hud t tho” is certain, 
that the Reformation From Popery was: brought about by Pregby ters, get 
for ſome Time after that was begun, there were-not a competent Number 4 
Miniſters to be got, who were tolerably well qualified either to rule the re 
or to adminiſter Ordinances. 

275 few tre 154¹ then were, were re principatly codec to bade the 
Romiſh Idolatry and Super; ſition extirpated, the People reſtored to their 
juſt Rights of 3 TX Word of God in their own Language, allowed 
Acceſs to the U, of t. the e according to ChrifÞ®s Jaſtitution,” and 
the Liberty 4 hy their Rational Faculties about "thoſe Things 
which conterns none but God and themſelves, without being ſo ſolicitons 
about the Settlement of any certain and fix'd Ctrasdet in the Church, 


aa it AR up to 4 Hergen Conſiſtency. _ 


But. as oon 41 tber was. any Face of a Piel, C bar, i lewis 
declar d or? the e and for the Presbyterian Form 7 Govern 
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In the Tear 1561 the firſt Bookof Diſcipline, anil in it the Presbyterian 
Government was approv c by the Council, and ſubſcribed by a great Part of 
the Nobility, the Church likewiſe in all ber Aſſemblies e Proteſtant 


= 


when a Convention of Church-mez met at Leith, tuo much under the dujluence; 


4 the Court; the Council alſo with the Regent appointed Articles for the 
olicy of the Kirk, and afterwards approved them. 


By theſe the Image af Prelucy was ſet up, pet the real Exerciſe af Preſ- 
bytery in all its Meetihgs leſſen aut greater, continued and was allowed - 
For thoſe called Tulchan Bilhops, 'which were then made, had the Name 
of Biſhops only, while:Noblemen and others had the Revenues, and the Church 
d the Power. \Popiſh Abbacies and Priories were then brought in the. 
fame Maj. e ene v5  *v Hizli in dl Oy 

> c Goel 5; 

But however, this Conſtitution of Epiſcopacy laſted only Four Years, and 

as it was never allowed of by the General Aſſembly, but proteſted againſt 
by it as a Corruption, ſo*twas no Deed of the Parliament, and therefore 


not to be reckon'd a National Eſtabliſhment. . 


1 


At length after Prelacy had been dleclar d againſt by many Aſſemblies, 
the King and his Houſhold had ſubſcribed a Confeſſron of Faith where Epiſ- 


copacy was condemn'd, aud the [nclinations of all the Proteſtant People 
running againſt Prelacy, and for Presbytery. In a Parliament March the 


29th, 1592, Epiſcopacy was utterly aboliſhed, and the Presbyterian Go- 
vernment fully ſetled, which was the firſt National Church-Eftabliſhment 
in Scotland after the Reformation, 


The Government thus eſtabliſhed, continued till the Tear 1606, when 
A. James VI. of Scotland, and Firſt of England ſet up Epiſcopacy, which 
= (from whatſoever Motives, or upon whatſoever Views that wiſe Monarch 
was pleaſed to do) yet many were of the Opinion, that it would have been 
better Policy not to have done it. „ 


About the Year 1638. Presbytery was again reſtored, and continued till 

1662, when Charles II. reintroduced Epiſcopacy, tho he had promiſed the 
Reontrary ;, and of what fatal Conſequences it was to that poor Country, tis 
Joo plain here to mention. owe 


al 9 7 


r r 1 | 
2 5 * "I * N 5 * , a : >: of 8 22 8 „** 
* OY * a 
2 1 3 » 8 
R -. = * * * 7 w 
#*. * 1 EPR * 
2 1 7 Wing 
2 Fw — 5 * * af "> 4 
S a 
00 ** * - 
8 » 


cata hah the Fs ends 47 e off the people were reflordd, and 
when the Nation by its Repreſentatives in the moſt free and uninfluenced 
Convention that euer met, expreſs'd its own Senſe at-the late Glorious Ne- 
uolution, Epiſcopacy was declired an; unſuppurtable Gritvance, and in 4 
Parliament thereafter Prerbytery eſtabliſhed 'astherouly) Government of the 
Church within Scotland, and ſince #0 to be. 4 Hadi n | 


f the preſent Happy Union. * un N 


The following Sheels bontain à ſbort ORR of this: Church, wbb 
Several has been thought not improper to le pubBſhedl\ro-the World at 21. 
Time. And though it is not written with ſo nice u Peu as the 'SubjedF re- 
quires, yet the Reader nay be aſſured that there is Nothing advanced but 


what is Matter of Fact, which" if carefully looked'. ober, may. be of Uſe to 
inform thoſe 0 South Britain of the Nature of Church-Governaent: in 
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— f Ei of the Care , Scbtiald is" Precbyterian, that 
is to ſay, (as both,” Acts h ent and general Aſembly 
IA 1 585 it), by Eirk-Seſſions; 17 yteries, /Provintial® Synods 
General Aſſemblies.” Which Bef os wet treat” of in Particular,” * 
by will SE cri to give ſome Acccufr ef the per ſoſis of which''th 
ſeretaf Eccleſiaſtical Judieatories' are epttipps'd.” Ahd' they are of Thboe- 
Sorts, Viz. Deacons,: Ruling.” Eltlers * 35 Mini Mts all which: are reputed 
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proved by the Conglega tion, and Plehn Aer. art to his Office by 
dane before all che 'Congres ation 9 655 ermon and Prayer ſuitable 
0 *the* Occaſion) 4d Pitam alt Culfart during Life, "of, until he 


8 a Fault worthy of Depolicion) eg 195203 
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His Buſineſs is to colle& charitable Offerings for * Poor, which he 
always doth at the Church-Door when there is a Sermon, this being the 


only publick Way in uſe in Scetland for Provi iding for the Poor. 
As alſo to enquire into the Neccſſities of the Parilhoners, to viſit and 


take care of poor ſick People, to bring an Account of their Condition to 
the Kirk-<cflion, and to diſtribute to them according to their Appointment. . 
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'2 The Government of the Church of Scotland. 


The Deacon likewiſe aſſiſts at the ſerving of Communion- Tables, and 
waits on the Miniſter and Elder in the parochial Viſi tation and Exami- 
nation of his reſpe&ive Diſtri&. The Deacon has no Vote in Government 
but always Tits Tn, and is a Member of the Kirk-Seſſion; and though his 
Advice be ſometimes ask'd in Matters of Diſcipline, and what concerns 
the Manners of the People, yet properly he hath no Vote, but in Mat- 
ters concerning the Poor. He bath no Maintenance allowed him from the 


n 


Ruling Elders. 


* Ta} org. I : 18 "x a hs a 
In. A*. mot int ire Rame Ca Kinds, of Sobri-- 
3 TI and Sodlineſs; for Wiſdom and Prudence in managing 
himfelf and domeſtick Affairs, and Fitneſs and Capacity to manage the Spi- 
ritual Affairs of the Pariſh wherein he lives, and of the whole Church where- 
of he is a Fart, and of the firſt (Quality and Intereſt in the Pariſh, pro- 
- he; hath the aforeſaid 878 for in all the judicatories of 
th e Church there is a part 6 the Nobility and Gentry of the Kingdom as. 
_ as of the Miniſtry, which together. make up theſe Courts; but Per- 
ſdus of Quality ſit there only by by . of their being Rulin 5 Elder. 
The Ruling Elder ( after being choſen out of the Pariſh by the Kirk- 
—_ and approved by the Congregation, his Edict having been ſerved, 
What they can againſt-him). is ordained to his 
Office by the Miniſter before all the Congregation after a Sermon and 
Prayer pertinent to the Occaſion. His Office Is ad Vitam aut Culpam, but 
hath no publick Maintenance. 
The Duty of an Elder is to aſſiſt the Miniſter in the Overſi ht and Cor- 
region of the Miners of the 8 company him in the Viſitation 


and Catechiſing 10 100 id Fart : in viſiting and 
praying wich, cle. 31 2 75 ition af the peo- 
ple, and to 25 ve at C e Be nd "Member bf; the Kirk- 


Seſſion, my votes in every A 10 age! 8 Tt Court, and may 
likewiſe be choſen to lit in an other Judicatory of the Church. His Office 
ine ludes that of a eat Dio he hath, an pada Yor with a Miniſter in what 
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to the whole Congregation, who are to approve or diſapprove for Reaſons | 
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'" NA Miniſter or preaching Prevbyter in the Church'of Scotland, includes in 
his Office that of a Deacon and Ruling Elder, and beſides he only can 


preach the Goſpel, diſpenſe Sacraments, Catechiſe, pronounce Church- 
Cenſutes inflicted by any Church - judicatory, ordain Descent and Ruling 
Elders, and aſſiſt at the Ordination of Minifters hy Impoſition of Hands: 


Miniſters alſo are always choſen Moderators or Preſidents of Eecleſiaſtical 


Jud icatories. ende 


The Miniſterial Function being more difficult to diſcharge than either that 
of an Elder or Deacon, a Miniſter - muſt have more Qualifications than are 
neceſſary for thoſe ; for beſides that, he muſt be a Perſon of Wiſdom, 


Prudence and Gravity, and of an unſtaind Life and Reputation: ts re- 


quir'd that he underſtand and know the Scriptures, be -$kill'd in the Latine 


Greek and Hebrew Languages, in Church-Hiſtory, in Siſtimical, Polemical 


and Caſuiſtical Divinity; of all which, and of his Skill in preaching he muſt 
undergo particular Trials before a Presbytery, before he can be licenſed 


to preach in order to his being capable to receive a Call co be a Ainiſter of 


any Pariſh. And though it be not abſolutely neceſlary, thatia Miner ſtudy 
at an Univerſity, yet there are very few Presbyterium Miniſtert in Scotland 
who have not both commenced after of Arts, and ſtudied Theology, either 
at their own or ſome Foreign Univerſity, yyy 7 

It is not ' uſual in Scotland to ordain ad Offcium vagum, but a Perſon is 
always ordain'd Miniſter of a certain Flock or Congregation, and cannot 
remove from that to take upon him the Charge of any other Flock without 
the Authority of a Presbytery or ſome other ſuperiour judicatory. ; 


Plurality of Charges, Deputations or Curacies, and Non-Reſidency are 
againſt the Acts of the Church; and as the to firſt are 
Offer nor Power, ſo if any he guilty of the laſt he is depoſet. 


are not in a Miniſter's 


When a Pariſh wants a Miniſter, the : Heretors or Freecholders and Elders 


any part of the Pariſh be in * Country 
(Land-ward) pitch upon a Probationer , (one licenſed to adjacent. 


(and if in Royal Burghs the Magiſtrates, Tommn- Council and ir 
Seſſion, with the Free-bolders > 


preach by a Presbytery) or any ordain'd Miniſter whom they 


think fit to be their Paſtor : And having Ground to think he will be accep- 
table to the Body of the People they propoſe him to their reſpective Pres- 
bytery as moſt capable to judge if he be qualified to be their Miniſter, and 
deſire them to appoint one of their Number to preach to, and preſide among 


them in a publick Meeting appointed for the ſigning of a Call to him, which 
the Presbytery never fails to do, unleſs they give convincing Reaſons to 


the contrary. | | | 1+ 228 | 
At that Meeting the Perſon to be elected and called is publickly named 


B 2 


| 
| 
; 
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1 The:Goveritmeit of the Church of Scotland 


to be conſider'd by the Presbytery of the Bounds, by whoſe Determination 
the Calling and Entry of a Miniſter is to be ordered and concluded. N 
If the Pariſh agree upon a Perſon to be their Miniſter, they ſubſcribe a 
Call to him, which the Mimfter «then. ptefent atteſts by his Subſcription; 
that he was Witneſs to an orderly Election and regular Precedure in the 
Calb; which being reported to the Presbyterytat their next Mreting, ibtie 
per ſbn callꝰd be preſent, they deliver the Call tochim, if abſent, they ſendit by 
ſome proper Meſſenger, deſining him to conſider of it in order to his Accep- 
tiug thereof, and then (if. he hath not heen ordaind before, the Presby- 
tery ãppoints him maſt parts of Trial that he under went hen licenſed to 
preach, in which if he (atisfie them they cauſe a puhlick Edict to beſerved 
that If any perſon or perſons have any thing to object againſt the Doarine 
or Life of ſüch a Man why he may not be AMiniſter of ſuch a Pariſh, they 
ſhall appear before the Presbytery in ſuch a Place, and at ſuch a Time, 
that | their Objections may be try'd and diſcuſs d. >} weil, 
Upon: the Day-appainted ! the Door-keeper of the Presbytery goth call 
Three ſeveral Times-if chere be any to object againſt the perion nominated, 
and if any thing be alleg d againſt him by any of that particular Flock, or 
any other ta whom he is Known, it is duly and equally pondered by the 
Presbytery, and if it be found to baveany Weight, or the Caſe be doubt- 
ful, the Ordination is ſuſpended till a more perfect Taial; otherwiſe, if 
there be no material Obje ion, they uſe to proceed. am rg 5 
Upan the Day appointed for the Ordination, which is in due Time made 
known to the Congregation, and agreed upon with them, a Faſt. in ſome places 
is kept with more than ordinary Supplication for the Aſſiſtance and. Bleſ- 
ling of Godin a Work of fegreat Concernment : And ia afl places the 
AHoderalon of, the Fre byteryipraſtemꝑore makes ã Sermon upon the Inſtitution, 
Nature and Duties of the Miniſtry; after which having told the Occaſion 
of their preſent; Meeting; he calls upon the per ſon to be ordained, and after 
having asked a particular Account of his: Faith, as to the Doctrine, Diſ- 
cipline and Government of-the Church, he enquires into his Motives of 
coming 6-01" eee it hach not been for worldy Ends, but for 
the Gibry af God, and the Edification of his People; as alſo if there has 
been any direct ot indirect previous Dealing betwixt him andithe Pariſh, 
or any concern'd in it in order to his obtaining their Call: If he be firmly 
reſolved bycthe Aſſiſtance of God to take due pains in ſerving that People 
as their Miniſter: And laſtly, if he will give all dutitul Reſpect and Obes 
dience to the ſeveral Judicatorics of the Church in the Lord, To all Which 
Qusſtions if he gives a ſatisfying Anſwer, the Moderator calls upon the 
Heretors, Eldexs, and other principal Pariſhoners, and asks them if their 
Choice hath been free and voluntary, and of their Reſolutions to receive, 
entertain and obey the perſon choſen, as their law ful Paſtar in the. Lord: To 
which, and to all other Qneſt ions propoſed to them, they teſtiſte their 
Conſent and Satisfaction by the liftiagup of their Hands. Then the 470- 
derator deſcends from the Pulpit to the middle of the Church, where he 
aud the reſt ot the. Ainiſt ers of the: Presbytery laying on their Hands up- 
C3 O 
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on the Head gebs perſon to be ordain'd; by Prayer ordain him a Miniſter 8 
2 


of the Goſpel, and Paſtor of that Congregation; which when concluded, 
the Heretors, Elders, &c. take their Miniſter by the Hand. But if a Pariſh 
don't call, a Miniſter within Six Months after it's vacant, the Presbytery 
can place a Minter Jure devoluto; yet this their Power doth not extend 
to Royal Burghs, ß TPO A NN | 

If the perſon hath been ordain'd before, moſt of theſe Forms are omit- 


ted, and the Moderator after a Sermon of the Duties of Paſtor and People, 


and Prayer for God's Bleſſing, recommendeth him to the Congregation, 
and the Congregation to his Care, which done the Elders and other prin- 
cipal perſons of the Pariſh take him by the Hand. 


Every Miniſter hath a moderate Competency 
ordinary Allowance amounts to about 60 l. per Annum, though in ſome places 


much more, end in ſome lefs - Every Miniſter of the City of Edinbourgh hath 


about 140 l. per Annum, and this is called their Stipend. In every Pariſh - 


the Miniſter ĩslikewiſe allowed a good Houſe to live in, with a Garden which is 
called the Manſe. He is likewiſe allowed Four Acres of arable Land, or 


ſixteen * Sowms Graſs( where there is no arable Land, with Freedom of Com- 


mons of Paſture for a Horſe and Tw O Cos, and Fewel and Turf if any in 
the Pariſh. And this is called the Gleib. But in Royal Burghs where there 
is none of the Pariſh in Lanward, the Miniſter hath no Glieb nor Manſe, 
but hath more Stipend than Country Miniſters in Lieu thereof. 
If a Miniſter be ordained; tranſlated or entred into his Charge before 
Whitſunday, he hath Right to the whole Vear's Stipend, becauſe then the 
Fruits of the Ground are preſumed to be fully ſown ; and if he be depoſed 
or tranflated before Mhitſunday, for that ſame Reaſon, he hath no part of 
that Year, but if he ſerve in the Charge.after ¶ hit ſund ay, and be tranſlated 
or depoſed before Michael mas, he hath the half of that Veatr's Stipend 
and if he ſerve till after Michaelmas, hè hath the Whole. So that the legal 


Terms of Stipends, are Mhitſunday, at which time the Sowing is ended, and 


Michaelmas, at which time the Fruits are reap'd. 


A Minifter's Relict, Children or neareſt of kin have Right to the Annat, 
that is (as by a fpecial Act of parliament is declared) half a Year's Rent of 
the Stipend, over and above what is due to the Defunct for his Incumbency, 


© that if he ſurvive Whir/anday; they have the half of that Year' for his In- 
cumbency, and the other half as Annat; and it he ſurvive Michaumas, they 
have the half of the next Vear for his Annat. | 


The Amat is equally divided betwixt the Relict and the Children, and 


if the Defunct have neither, it belongs to the neareſt of kin: It needs no 


Confirmation, for it never belong d to the Defunct being a meer Gratuity 
beſtowed by the Law for maintaining his Relations, becauſe it's preſumed 


Miniſters have not much to leave them; and. for the ſame Reaſon it is not 
ſeizable by the Defuncts Creditors, nor can it be beſtowed by himſelf, either 


in his laſt Will, or by Aſſignation. Forme 


r 
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- Formerly there us d to be always ſitting a Committe of Parliament, called 
The Commiſſion for plant ing of Kirks, and valuing of Tenths, conſiſting of a ſe- 
lect Number of ſo many of every State of Parliament, who had a Power 


to modiſie and augment Miniſter's. Stipends, and to unite and disjoin 
Churches, which Power (by the:laft Parliament) was Lodged in the Lord's 


ef Seſſion, "7 
00A 107 
Kirk-Seſſrons.. 


| Here are about Nine Hundred Pariſhes in Scotland, in every one of 

which there is a Miniſter; and if the Congregation be very nu- 
merous, Two, who have equal Share in the paſtoral Charge, and therefore 
are called Colleagues. There are likewiſe in every Pariſh a certain Number 


of Elders and Deacons, more or leſs according to its Extent. The Pariſh 


is divided into ſeveral Diſtricts, each of which is aſſigned to an Elder and 
a Deacon for their peculiar Charge, yet not ſo as to exclude them from the 
Overſight and Service of the Reſt. of the Pariſh. The MAiniſter, Elders and 
Deacons meet once a Week, (or oftner if there be Occaſion) to conſider and 
determine the Aﬀairs which concern the Pariſh, as they are a religious So- 
ciety : And this Meeting or Conſiſtory of Miniſter, Elders and Deacons for 


that Purpoſe, is called the Kirk-Sefſion. It is the loweſt Judicatory. of the 
Church, and its juriſdiction is confin d to the Pariſh. The Minifer is al- 
ways Moderator, but has no Negative; he can call them when he pleaſeth; 


and his Preſence, if at Home, is abſolutely neceſſary, but if abſent, the 
Elders and Deacons may meet if the Neceſlities of the Poor require preſent 
Supply, or if any Pariſhoner be to remove from the Pariſh, they can give 
him a Teſtimonial ;' but in moſt other Concerns, eſpecially in what relates 
to Scandals, either in a Vacancy or Abſence of their Miniſter, the Elders 
_ — Presbytery to ſend them one of their Number to hold or keep a2 
Kirk-Seſſion. | 5 
The Krk-Seſſion determines in all manner of Scandals of leſs weight com- 

"mitted within the Pariſh; but the greater Scandals, ſuch as Adultery, 
is referred to the Presbytery , are Judges, whether Perſons guilty ſhould 
be allowed to make their publick Acknowledgments before the Con- 
gregation, in order to their Abſolutiog ? Can ſuſpend for a Time (if they 
ice caule) from the Lord's Supper, (which they call Leſſer Excommunication 3) 
but can't Inflit the Cenſure of the Greater, that being referr'd to the Preſ- 
bytery. Their Couſent is neceſſary in the call of a Miniſter, as allo in the 
Qhoice of a Precentor or Pariſh Clerk : It belongs to them to ſee all neceſ- 
Narjes provided for the Adminiſtration of Sacraments, and to take care ww 
: | ö che 


+ 
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The Government of the Charch of Scotland. 7 
the Communion-Tables and Cups, as alſo to regulate all Particulars which 
concern publick Worſhip, and to give Advice as to the Time of Catechi- 
ſing, and parochial Viſitation within their own Pariſh, 4 . 
The Kirk-Seſſion! hath a Treaſurer, who is choſen! out of the Deacon n- 
He keeps the Money collected for the Poor, and gives it out to the Ret 
of the Deacons to be diſtributed according to the Direction of the Kl. 
Seſſion. They chooſe their own Clerk and Officer, or Beadle, and are obli- 
ged to keep two Reg ters, one of all Baptiſms and Marriages within the 
Pariſh, another of all their own Proceedings, which moſt be-revis'd and 
approv'd by the Presbytery. But in alt their Proceedings, the Seſſion muſt 
take care not to Ad contrary unto or inconſiſtent with either the Presbyte- 
ry or Synod, of which they are a Part; or the general Aſſembly, which 
gives particular Directions, how they and all other Eccleſiaſtical. ud icato- 
ries ſnould proceed in all Church-Matters. Appeals may be made from the 
 Kirk-Seſſion to their reſpective Presbytery, in any Caſe whatſoever: 4 Ez 
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5 Perecbytery. 
Nr is divided into Sixty Nine Presbyteries , each of which 
contain ſeveral Pariſhes” adjacent to one another. The Miniſters - 
of theſe Pariſnes, with one ' Ruling Elder from each of them, cho- 
ſen by their reſpective Kirk-Seſſions, every half Year make up that Eccleſia- 
ſtical Judicatory, which is called a Presbyrery,” They meet at the principal 
Place or Town of their Bounds, (from whence the Presbytery is denominz- 
ted) as often as they pleaſe; chooſe their own Moderator, who is always 
a Miniſter, and continues half a Tear; he hath no Negative, nor is his Pre- 
ſerice abſolutely neceſſary, for they can fie wirhout him, and chooſe another, 
pro 2 19th but he is only the Preſident or Prolocutor of the Court. If 
any Thing happens which requires the immediate Meeting of the Precby- 
tery, he writes to the ſeveral Brethren, acquainting them therewith, and 
withal deſires a Meeting, though within the Time of their Adjournment, 
and this is called a Presbytery, pro re nata. It's uſual for the Presbyterres ad- 
jacent to ſend Correſpondents to one another; "theſe Correſpondents pro- 
duce their Commiſſion, Which is read and order'd to be Recorded, after 
which they may Vote if they pleaſe. But their principal Buſineſs is to ask 
Advice in any difficult Caſes depending before their own reſpective Presby- 
ecrics, or to give, Account, if ask d, how they have determin'd in any parallel | 
_ Cafe, and to defire they'll ſend them a Correſpondent, when their PTY ; 
meets, the Tune and Place of Which Meating they-give an Account oft. 
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B I be Government of the Church of Scotland. 
At every ordinary Meeting of the Presbytery, there is a Presbyterial 


Exerciſe perform'd by one or two of the Miniſters, (before the Reſt 


of the Fretbytery publickly in the, Church,) upon a Text, as it falls 
of Courſe in the portion of Scripture appointed by the Presbytery for 
that Purpoſe; and this | Diſcourſe is conſider'd „ and if approved, the 
Preacher's Name and Text, and the Presbyrery's Approbation of it 
is recorded. All the Members Names convening at each Preſbytery are 
recorded, and the Abſents marked in order to their being examined, and 
ceaſed for-ghiitAbence. .: 1020077 gwo 1000 hy 35 407400 NETS 
As the Juriſdiftion ofica © Ki7k-Seſſion 1s confin d to their -OWn Pariſh, ſo 
that of a Presbytery extends only to the Pariſhes within its Bounds; 
Here all Matters that are referr d by the Kirk-Seſſioz, either by Appeals or 
othetways, are determin'd; for no Buſineſs of which the Kirk Seſſion is 
Judge, can come before the Presbytery at the firſt Inſtance. The Preshytery 
alſo determines.all Differences bete itt Miniſter aud Parifnoners, for which 
End they have their Presbyterial Viſitations, wherein as often as is needful, 
they keep a Presbytery at every Pariſh Church; and having before that ap- 
pointed fome of their Number to reviſe the Kirk-Seſſion Books or Regiſters, 
they cenſure the Same, and enquire into their Management: Ask the Mini- 
ſter, if he lieth under any Grievance from his Pariſhioners? And the Mem- 
bers of the Xirk-Seſſion and other principal Inhabitants, if they have any Ex- 
ceptions againſt their Miniſter? And finally encourage them in the Lord, 
to all the mutual Duties of Paftor and People. 0 

The Presbytery takes care that the Kirks be kept in Repair, and the Manſe 
and Gleib be ſuch as the Adi of Parliament allow, Which upon a ſpecial 
Viſitation .of the Pariſh. appointed for that End, (if my nd otherwiſe) 
they can oblige the-Heretors thereto. The. Precbyter likewiſe provide 
that cvery Pariſh. hath .a School, and that the: Funds appointed by 47 


Parliament 


for that purpoſe be applied accordingly, and all; School- 
93 1 anaͤ Teachers in Schools are liable to their Cenſure and 
.4 TYal. f * 2 0 N I 5 1-2; 521 
| The Presbytery only can inflict the Sentence of, greater Excommuni- 

cation, which is done with, all imaginable. Dutheeen and Solem- 
nity. The Presbyeexy, licenſeth Probationers, inter poſeth in the Calls 
ü f Kivoiſters 760 Fer rom one Pariſn her 

epoſe them if there be Cauſe, 
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The Government of the Charchof\Scotlarid. 9 
the Moderator enquires of the reſt of the Brethren, if they hear or: know 
auy Thing exceptionable in his Life, or Paſtoral Duties? IH any Thing 
of r he has been privately Admoniſh'd before, appear againſt him, he 
is called in, and after hearing what he can ſay fanlhimſelf, hes rebuked 
and cenſured, if nothing be found Elame-worthy, he is encouraged and 
be a faithful Labourer in Chriſt's Vineyard, end te depend upon him for Al- 
ſiſtance in the Performance of his Duty. As all other Church-Judicatorics, 


ſo Presbyteries begin, adjourn or diſſolve DE ve by Prayer. 
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TE | Of Provincial Synods. :110T50tb=u} | 
, . 217 : 
X / Syriacs Is madeiupſofideveral —— Preshyteries iuſuall/ four 
or five;i ſome of ſeveh and one 2 —— 
Synods' in Scdland: This Eccleſiaſtical. n judicatory is called laiProvincial 
Synod, in regard of the Extent of its qariſdictibn.. lc 
he Members wich Conſtitute it aroſthe ſumt nxithothioſe / of the ſever 
ral. Prtasbyteriłs, wlüch it: tontains, Vik. The Miniſterstoffo ant a>Riling 
Elder fronil every Fariſfl. uns h iin oO ns f tu Icyoll yiovd 
The ꝙnod meets Twice! a Year: at the principal Place or Town of its 
Bounds, and is open'd by à Sermon preach'd before them by the precede- 
ing Moderator, whoſe Name and Text is i recorded. They chooſe their 
WN Moderator, (who fath nd more Power than tht Moderater of a Preſ- 
bytety, ) and ſit about three or four Days, Meſe thateare ahſent are cen- 
ſur d. They ſend to, and receive from gya, adjacent to them mutual 
Correſpondents, and the Buſineſs of thoſe Correſpondents is the ame-with 
that of the Correſpondents to the Presbyteries, mention d Fege 7. In che 
Intervals betwixt he ordinary Meeting of a Snod, he Moderator (if there 
be occaſion, and having found upon Enguiry that ther Plurality of the Freſe 
byteries within that Province are for itte call tbeni. proce N © oft 
The Syd determines all Matter referred by on by Appeals: brought 
from the ſeveral Presbyteries of their Bounds; they take care that the Pres- 
byteries be diligent in providing for vacant Churches; that they licenſe and 
ordain Perſons ſufficiently qualified, and particularly over- ſee their Manage- 
ment in every Affair; for which End they reviſeithe Presbytery's Books or, 
Regiſters very carfully, and once at every Synod: keep a Dyet (a certain 
Time appointed) for privy Cenſures; when the ſeveral: Presbyteries go out 
by turns, and the Moderator enquires of the reſt, if they know any Thing 


amiſs in their Management; which if there is, they are called in and cen 


ſur d; if not the Moderator encourages and exhorts them in the Name o 
the Syned,to their Duty. The Sued may make what Acts: they pleaſe for 
the better Government and Diſcipline of the ſeveral Pregby terns 03G. | 


40 


10 Thi Goverament of the Church of Scot laid. 
them; but ſo as no ways contrary to the Ads of the General Allembly, 
to whom they are accountable, and muſt therefore keep a Regiſter of all 


their Proceedings to he revis d and approvid by them, and — ME 
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T General 4 Aſembly is the xcleſiaſtical” Council of the 
Church of Scotland, Uhde Ju ju fal ion extends over the whole Church, 
and which determines finally in all. Matters, brought before it from other 
0 Judicatories. YG ADDR 1) 
| The Aſſembly conſiſts of Commiſſioners frond Presbyteries, Royal Burghs. 
ij and! Uiiieerſities.-) Beer Presbyterzew hich cbfſiſts not of Twelve Mini- 
i ſters;:ſends/Twol Miniſters nd One Ralliug Elder. Thoſe which! oonſiſt of 
j Twelve and UolD exceed? Riten, fand Three Miniſters and One 
i Elder. Thoſe which conſiſt vt Eighteen and don't exceed Twenty Four, 
f fend! Four:Miniſters and DY])ʒ e Ruling Eiders: And thoſe Presbyteries 
| whict!conf of Pweary fur) ſad. Five Miniſters andi Two Ruling Elders; 
1 Every Royal Burgh ſends One Ruling Elder, andi\Edaburgh Two; theſb 
= Conimiſſioaers'mutb: ha ve their Election atteſted by the Kirke Seſion of tleir 
e Hurghs. Every Univerfty ſends One, who: 5 aa one 'of 
their owa Number, who ts a Migiſter: | : 
Wo -: The:Commiſſiohers fois the! iGrreral Affembly muſt be Ehechel overy "LY 
| and0Sit5Wedks before the Necting of the odfoniblys! Ehe mg Wares 
7 Atte for the noſt Part, of the finſt Quality of chat Countys 
1 The Gee Afſembly moers once a Leary and uſually 4 Padindingh; 
| where the Soverbign preſent; or elſe ſends 2 Commiſſioner, who fits 
there, but doth not Vote“ Onithe Day appointed for the Meeting of the 
Afenbly; the( Modetitos of the prevteding Oe, makes a Sermonchefore 
the Queen's Commiſſtoner and — — the ae 185 i hoſe Name and 
Text is recorded is the Reg iſters uf the 2ſembly: Then rfiex ge to the 
Afembly<Houſe, | where the Commiſſioner dodng? ſaree ona Throne, the 
7 9 — (bol hath his Chair placed at the Foot of the Throne) pr ays. 
Then the Members ſeveral Commiſſions are reid, and the Rolls made up 
and called over g aſter which they proceed to the Ekection of a new Mo- 
derater, Whiek is: png' thus,” dr The Moderator pro rompare, names Two 
or Three Minſters, to whom the A mbly adi as many more as they pleaſe, 
= and theſe are ſaid tobe in the Liſt for Moderator: The Members on the. 
j Liſt give each of them their Vote, and then remove till the Votes of the 
. whole Aſſembly be called over; after which they are called in, and the Per 
| ſon who hath 227 18 of. Voices is declared ee _ takes: 


the Chair. l #1 1 10 i! TID 5.5 { bs 74 6:8 8 
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After the Choice of the Moderator, the Commiſſioner.,pradureth his 
Commiſſion, empowering him to fit there and repreſent Her Majeſty's 
Royal Perſon, as alſo Her Majeſty's Letrer to the Ae, born which.ave 
read by the Aftmbly's Clerk, all the Members ſtanding; then the Commiſg 
ſioner makes a Specch, which is anſwer d by another from the Moderator, 
in the Name of the A mh And this (excepting the Appointingof Com- 
mittees) is all the Buſineſs of the firſt Day. The next Day is ſet. apart 
for Prayer, when likewiſe the Commiſſioner attends preciſely; the Mode- 
rator begins, and after he hath done, bangoeg one to ſucgeech him, Who f- 
ter lle hath dong, names apother- likewiſe otooſucceed him, and ſo qu til 
been At 2 have hrayed after: Which they adjourn, 
and next. Meeting fall to Buſineſs; The) Moderator of the: Aſſembly hath 
no Negative, and his Buſineſs is purely to recapitulate Maxters, and to 
moderate in the Debates. The firſt Buſineſs the Aſembiy enters upon, 18 
the Anſwering the Queen's: Jetter, ; to-drawn-up Which, there is a fpegial 
Committee appointed, who bring} in their Draught to thei Hm whene 
it is read two or three Times, and (if need he) ſinãamended Ae 
which the Rolls are called over, and its:s prod. And then the Moderator 
Signs it in Preſence, and at the Command of the Aube and gives it to 
the Commiſſioner, who ſends it to Her Majeſty by an: Expreſs o. IA is aſual 
for the Aſſembly to do Buſineſs by Commitiess yetiauy. Member may pre- 
ſe What he pleaſeth; and when any Thing is n non 
rought ia by any Committee, the Moderator arepratsit rohe ind = 
asks the Advice and Opinion of To or Three bf the moſt rave and Wiſe = 
of the Miniſters and Ruling Elders; aud after they have ſpoken, he deſires 
any other Member to ſpeak to the Caſe in Hand that pleaſeth ; which 
wh doac, and the ̃ ˙ A rhe Eee to 
At by a Vote. 5 | : : : i 
But all Matters of great Weight and Moment, which is to be bind- 
ing upon the whole Church, are firſt brought in by 1 Overtures or 
Propoſals to the Aſembh, and there debated z and betare they, cam Yaſs 
into Acts, they muſt be tranſmitted to the ſeveral Presbyteries of the 
Kingdom, who mult ſend their Opinion of them h tb ee. 
miſſioners to the next Afſembly,;; who; according as they, find. the yertuges 
| by the fe K them or not into As of, Aſcuply; 
nce every Aſembly, there is a Diet (or certain Lime) appointed for 
reviſing the Synod Regiſters, and enquiring into their Management, which 
is done after the ſame Manner that Synods do with; reſpe& $0; Presby- 
teries. Before the Aſſembly riſe they nominate a certain Number of them: 
6 Snidr of any Miniſters or Elder within the Kingdom, yet ſo that there 
be a proportionable Number from every Synod, and that there be more 
Minſters than Ruling Elders, and this is caljed The Commuſſson of che General 
Aſſembly. Jai 6 2 —— 10 511) ehen £071 
The Number of, the Commiſſioners is very great, but One and Twenty 
is a Quorum, of which Fifteen, muſt; be;Miniſters; The Moderator gf the 
Afemity is uſually, Moderator of ths Commiſſion if preſent; and. the 
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Commiſſion is oblig d to ſit the firſt Week of every Quarter, and all the 
Time of Parliament, and any other Time h think fit. They have the 


Power of an Aſembiy to determine thoſe Matters: referr'd to them 
from it, and can ac in nothiug but what is recommended to them by the 
Aſſenibly? but this Recemmendatibn often includes / a general Clauſe, name- 
ly, to ac in all Things that may be for the Good ind-Qniet of the Church, 

uring the Interval of the Aſembliet, which is a Year, to which Time their 
Power is limited, or till the next Aſembiy meet, and the Commiſſion is 
accountable to the next Ambiy, for which End tie muſt keep a Regiſter 
of all their Preceedingsgi toche revisd and u php˙r od DVA them 
The Rfoderator (on the Day when elle Afembly riſech) acquaints them 
that their Buſinefs being moſtly over, if they pleaſe, he thinks fit they 
ſhould difſdly& themſelves,” and appoint! another Aſembly at ſuch Place and 
Time as he names, which the Aſembly agrees to; then he declares, that as 
they met ſo they diſſblve chemſelves, and appoint another! ANmbly in the 
Name of their Lord cant! Maſter Jeſus! Chriſt: After which he makes a 
Speech to the Commiſſionerbin- the Name of the Aſembiy, which when 
concluded rhe Conimiſfioder makes a Speech; and then diſſolves them, and 
appbints a new Aftmbly-at'a certain Place and Time, in the Name, and 
by the Authority of the Queen his Miſtreſs; after which the Moderator 
prays, and xhen the Dying Palm, and riſe after a Bleſſing pro- 
noune dH the Moderator” ei Wich vas nod, bas  R3oagetlg 21 T3674 21 f 
The wime Freren tov ame n Vear . and Day 
of the preceeding One and the Com miſſſoner and General Aſſembly always 
appoint the ſame Day and Place of Meeting. 
JJ 26003 -DOgH b- 90600 Offs © tgogt 03 159 Toll2n VIS 
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H Parochial Viſitat ian and Examination, or Catechiſing. 
13 10 £177 RS TETPYS r 7GHT ef 34% UL 
HE Miniſter always before the Adminiffration of the Lord's Supper; 
Vuiſits and examines the Whole Families of his Pariſh, once at leaſt: 
re he begin his Vinutibn upon the Lord's Day preceeding, he acquaints 
the Pariſh of it from. the Pulpit, or the ſeveral Families by his Bead le; 
and that they may the better attend; he informs them, when and what 
Part of the Pariſh he reſolves to vilit: In this Viſitation he is accompanied 


+ 4 : * — a 
2 — 145 141 


by the Elder and Deacon of that particular Piſtrict of the Farin which he | 


viſits, and by the Beadle- or Church-Officer, and hath a Book with him 
wherein are written the Names of all the examinable Perſons within the *' 
Pariſh: When he enters any Houſe; he enquires if there be any Addi- 


tion or Deminution of the Family ſince his laſt Viſiting of them? If there be l 


any Deminution, then he croſſes them out of his Book, and if there be 
any Addition, if the Perſons be come from another Pariſh, he enquires for 
their Certificates of their- good Behaviour, which if they have, K. ſets 
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The Government of the Cburch of Scotland. 73 
down their Names in his Examination Book, (for ſo is the Regiſter called.) 
If they have not ſufficient Teſtimonials, he defires they may provide them, 
becauſe till then, they cannot be receiv'd as Members of the Congrega- 
tion; for by divers Acts of the Aſſembly, every Perſon going from one 
Pariſh to live in-another, muſt carry with him N of his good 
Behaviour and Freedom from publick Scandal, before he can be admitted as 
a Member of a Congregation, conſidered as a Chriſtian Society. A Perſon's 
Uring Six Weeks in] a Pariſh denominates him a-Pariſhaner, and there- 

9 


fore tor that Time he. muſt (by Law) take a Certificate if he be to leave the 
the Pariſh: The Certificate muſt he Signed, either by the Miniſter or Kirk - 


Seſſion Clerk, in Name and with the Conſent of che Kirk Seſfion, It the 
Perſons new come to the Family, be only come from another Fart of the 
Pariſh, then the Miniſter transfers their Names to their proper Places: 
After this he takes account of the Children, if there be any, and thoſe of 
Age and capable of being Catechiſed, he ſets down in his BomRk. Then he 
exhorts the, Heads of, the Family, the Children and the Servants to their 
general Duties 48, Chriſtians, , and to their particular Duties with geſpect 
to one another; and particularly he exhorts them to the frequent Uſe. of 
Family Worſhip, namely, reading of the Scripgures, ſinging, . Palms aud 
Prayer publickly in the Family, the conſtant Neglect of -which: is 
look d upon (by that Church) as a very ſcandalous Omiſſion, and. ſeverely. 
cenſur d, and often with. Excluſion from the Lord's Supper Before the; 
Miniſter leave the Houſe, he ordinarily makes à ſhort: Prayer. Aerial 
the Families of the Pariſh are thus viüted, the Miniſter intimates from the 
Pulpit,, or by his Beadle,; his Deſign. of Examination or- Catechiſing, and 
acquaints them of the Day appointed to begin; againſt which Time he 
deſires the, Inbabitants of à certain paxt of the Pariſh te come to the 
Church, (But, ff they, be_at, a great: Diſtance. from. the enen e, 
gdeth to them.) At the Time appointed 'the' Miniſter em pen With 
the Elder and Deacon of the Diſtrict to which the Perſons to be examined 
belong, come to Church, and after Frayer the Miniſter calls (by his Ex- 
amination Book) upon the Perſon firſt in order to be examined. In Cate-, 
chiſing, he asks ſome” Queſtions: out of, the, ſhorter Catechiſm, and if the. 
Perſon anſwer, he ehquires the Meaning o e ſuch Heads of theſe 
Queſtions, and explains what Things- are difficult ia , them. : BTV which 
means he at once learns exactly the Knowledge of- his,.Pariſhoners; | and; 
inſtructs them in What they know not: And he marks down at every Per- 
ſon's Name how they Aniwer. : Note, That; Perſons of (age, who, hav>: 


ing been ſeveral. Times examined and found to be ſufficiently knowing 


are not Catechiſed, but this Ordinance is mainly deſign'd for Children 
and ignorant Perſons, | : 
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my V Ag of Aſſembly: n Preaching and Sate! Worſhip in 


every en che Lord's Day both. before and A + and in- 
a Förtion of 'Scripture-publickly beforr Worſh; 7 by $i 
rk, formerly in Uſe; the” 2 — "himſelf i is 6b! 75 94 99 read 

a whole' Chapter at leaſt, and to explain it, And Khis is called end, 

In the Morning by Ten of the Clock the "Congregation, is convened Y 
the Sound of a Bell, at which Time the Miniſter preſent, Worſhip is 
begun'by by ſinging a Portionof the Ffalms in Metre, which is read and Ton'd, 

by che Precentor or Clerk, after which the'Miniſter prays, then, he reads 

Shape er or TM/a of Scripture and explains it during the spa de of Half an 
"Hour er thereabouts, whieh ended, Tre i5 another Portion, on the Pſalms 
ſong, aud then another Prayer, after Which the Sermon begins, which 
ended, there is another Prayer, and then another Portion of Pſalms ſung 
add the wont oy yi ab RAE TE tlie: N Ad er of 
the Blefling >'{ thzt the Congr 8 9 8 d ordi- 
E an Hout After Twelve. The Cöngregatlou meets 


: n Clock When the Worſhip (as in the Morn ng) exits with 


Singing, Prayer, Sermon, Prayer, and laſtly Singing: There is no Lecture 
in t Afternoon, but the Subjeck Matter of the Sermon ought to be (as 
by Acts of che Aſſembly it is appointed) ſome e of the ſhorter Ca- 
techifn. The whole Exerciſe of the Afternoon (as i in the Morning) is 
concluded with the Miniſter's Bleſſng. 

In moſt of Royal Burghs and Towns there is a Sermon and Publick Wor- 


ſhip once every Week, beſides what's on the Lord's Day; but in the Country 
«where _ are more diſperſed and live not ſo near the Church, tis Once 


a Fortnight only, and in ſome places only in the Summer- time i 

The Church of Scotiand uſeth no inſtrumental Muſick in Mor, 20 nor en- 
joyns any ſet Forms of Prayer, but their Directory for Wor ſbi 's recom mends 
the Uſe of the Lord's Prayer, and gives general Rules both for preaching, 
praying, o the g and Adminiſtration of Sacramerrs ; but Ou are 
Teferrou- to * of the ſeveral Miaiſters. os . 
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5 in in al K Reformed Churches ſo in the Church 7 le theres are 
only Two Sacraments in Uſe: vi. that of Baptiſin and the Lord Swppor- ; 
Baptiſm is only, admiaiſtred Wa. iniſter „ and whether in the 
Church or not there is alwa i] Pay n_ to a Congregation ww per- 
ſons immediately preceeding the Adminiſtration. Afant- Baptiſim with 
Sprinkling and not N abel The Father of the Child if at home 
- and in Health always preſents, and holds it up to be baptized ; but if he be 
abſent ſome Neighbouring Perſon of good Repute and Fame does i it for him; 
for neither. Parent, nor any. 1 8 55 per ſon that; lies under any publick Scandal 
can preſent à Child to be baptized; . After Sermon the Migiſter havin 

aske the Parent if he Pets the (Child to be received: as a Member o 

the Viſible Church, and to receive the Si ($05 ane; Seals of the Covenant of 
Grace; and the Farent having anſwered yea, the Miniſter hath a ſhort 
der worky! concerniag the Inſtitution of 5b 015 11 ie f Baptiſm, then puts all 
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and particularly, the. Parent e + bits in mind of his own 1 
Mona 8 857 and 3 5 hat he. pro th to adherenntoithem; _— 
ee 1 ing. u up ant. ucate bis Chil in the Fear, Nur ture and Ad: 
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moniti he Lord, and. in the Faith the True Proteſtant Refor 
Religion, as it is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and Ney Teſtament, 
and. ummarily comprebended i in dc A. . and larger and 
ſhorter” 1 10 all. WAN" | 08 er cetkas, for himſelf and 
Chiid; x en Ts: " Pe er. ö „in the Sprinkling a 
little Water © n. 2 Epic Fee ace and namin it, he haptizeth the Child 
in the Name” We 11 5 in Son and Holy Ghoſt; this done, he returns 

2 and this | is all the Grete ues by. len Charcb ia th Vara ment. 
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Pur E FORE. Ws | Adminiſtration of the Lord's Spe in Sorted there 
is a parochial Viſitation and Examination, that the Mini niſber and Eders 
may the better jadge j are worthy to partake of it: And about” TWO 
or Three Weeks before the Adminiſtration, the Miniſter advertiſeth rhe 
Congregation from the Pulpit of the Deſign, withal deſiring them to pre- 
pare. for that ſolemn Ordinance; and infthe Week immediately before, the - 
Kirk-Seſſion meets, aud according to the Miniſter's 'Examin-Book, and, the 
Teſtimony of the Elders and Deacons a Liſt of all the per ons in the Pd iſn 
eſteemed worthy to communicate iS drawn up, and divided. A ms 

evera 
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16 . e Scotland. 


— Elders, with a proportionable Number of Tickets to the perſons of 
their reſpecttve Diſtriagthar they may be di diſtributed among them if requir'd 


The Miniſter or Elders haye dy = ts alſq to give to Strangers who bring 
ſufficient Teſtimonials with them, for none are allowed to communicate with- 


out they have Tickets to produce: e Table. The Miniſter likewiſe 
appoints a Day or Two ** all the young. erſons of the Pariſh,or others who 
have never communicated. before, to come and talk with him ia his-Cham- 


ber, where he-examins them particularly of, and SON — im the 
Eno ledge of that Sacrament; 125 eavours fo, zee e them'to, regew 


heir Baptiſmal Ke to the Gn 
This Nessa GR 1s al ed 6 Lord: 's 18255 bo. the With 7 
A or ThinyRay dete 755 ng is 9 tar 4 Publick Faſt-and 
Humiliation 3 And on the Se . are To Sermons, On the Lord's 
Day it the Morning after Sinpi e as uſual, the Miniſter hath a 
Sermon ſuitable” to che "Octa 5 and after rhe orditary parts of Worſhip 
lars concluded he acquaints his* AyGitors of 'thet Ordinande Ho. to be 75 
miniſtred, and withalinthe Namie and by the. et 'of His Ma er the 
Lord jelus Cheiſt he debars and forbids from this! Ortittan 10 al 00 Wo 
2 all Heretieal andAtheiſtical Ferſons;&c.who are Funn An 
ſtisately ſoz and in the ſame Name and Authority. invites all, eve thi 9 
'of Sluners, if they be ſerious: oY | Repentats ,and' en r refolyed upon 
new Obedience) . G9 rhe! Us:to' The” Body of the Church, 
whore thereis u Table (afd he 15 be Two"Tabl 11955 
from the one End of the tothe other; fn. With 85 ve unen, 
and Seats on each Side of its Phe full of Communicants. Miniſter 
Placeth himfelf either 5 the middle or end of theſe Tables, vel the Ele- 
ments are placed ; and afterfome ſhort Diſcaurſt he reads. the Tnſtitutlon, 
ehen eiviaß 7K "Thanks: er bkeffing the a he 115 the "Bread 
and diſtribires ity as Alb tie Win the Communicants next to him, who 
tranſmmit them tü their Neighöbors; the Elder? oj Deacons, attending to 
ſerve, and to*ſee all *Fhings/ done In Decency and Order; during which 
the Miniſter ſometimes diſcourſes concerning the Nature of the Sacrament, 
the. Duties of Communicants at- that Time, G. After they have done they 
remove, and others come and ſit do + $ in their Places; and while the 
Tables are emptying and filling a+ is ſung; and ſo they continue to do 
till all (who deſign'd) have communicated : 'hen the Miniſter returns to 
the Pulpit, and after ſome Diſcourſes. to the particular Caſes of Commu- | 
nicants the Work is concluded with Thankſgiving and 3 of Pſalms ; 
We h thn a diſmiſsd for an Hour afid meet again, when'there 15 
Au ald a, Sermon as uſual, and on the Morrow — Nine of the 
Cloe k. chere is publick Worſhip and Two Sermons, which condladestrhe 
whole Work. 
"2+ T 6 Miniſter of the Pariſh hath Two or Three other Miniſters: 10 help 
him ia this Work, and ſeldom 8 more than once; viz. inedierely 
vg ore the Sacrament: i is adminiſtred. | 1 % Hell- 
The aneh of reed allowerh not of f private Commution. Nomi 
. Bhi» F@& 9-48 10:2 CH A P. XII. 
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. of Holy D days. 
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1e E Church of Scotland obſerve no other Holy Days but that of the 
w Lord's Day, which they do very religiouſly; when there is Occaſion 
1 they likewiſe obſerve Faſt-days and publick Thankſgivings, in the Ap- 
"a "ointment of which tho” the Church hath a Power, yet if they be univer- 
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4 Of Marriages. | 

n Hough Marriage be a Civil Affair, yet (as in moſt other Churches) the 

„ 1 \Solemnization of it is committed to the Miniſters of that Church. 

8 By the Law none can Marry who are nearer Relation than Cin Germans, 

5 and the ſame Degrees prohibited in irq . ner are alſo forbidden in A 

r finity. Before Solemnizing of Marriage between any Perſons, their Purpoſe 

- of Marriage is publiſhed three ſeyeral Lord's Days in the reſpective Churches 
of the Parties before the Congregation; and this is called the Proclamation 
of. Banes, without which the Marriage is not Regular; and of this Procla= | 
mation of Banes the Miniſter before ne Marrieth them muſt have ſufficient | 
Teſtimony. . ee Pagan a ,, _ -» 


When the Miniſter proceeds to join any Perſons in Marriage he begins 
with a Prayer, then hath a Difcourſe upon the Inſtitution, Uſe and Ends of 
Marriage, and of the conjugal Duties which they are to perform each to 
other. And having enquired of all; preſent, if they have any Thing to 
cbict, the Miniſter ſolemnly charges the Perſons that are to be Married, 
before the great God, that if either of them know any Cauſe, by pre-con- 
tract or otherwiſe, why. they, may, not lawfully be Married, that they now 
diſcover it: If no Impediment be acknowledg'd, the Minifter deſires them 
to join Hands, the Man faying after the Minilfer, I A. do take thee B. to be 
my married Wife, and do in the Preſence of God, and before theſe his People, pro» 
miſe to be a loving and faithful Huiband unto thee, until God ſhall feparate u 4 
by Death. In like Manner the Woman after the Miniſter ſays, I A. do rake Eo 
thee B. to be my married Husband, and I do in the Preſence of God, and before 
theſe his People, promiſe'to be a _o_ faithful and obedient Wife * | 
Ty | | %E 2 + wr 
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18 The Government of the Church of Scotland. 
until God ſhall ſeparate us by Death. Then without any farther Ceremony, 
the Miniſter pronounces them to be Husband and Wife, and concludes the 
Action with Prayer. „ a q7 - | 


4 1 


In Burying of the Dead in Scotland, Church- men are 10 ways employed, becauſe. 
they fs not Funeral Sermons nor publick Prayers at that Time. 5 
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„ Of Sehools and Univerſities. 


Ad of Parliament there muſt be a School in every Pariſh, and 
the Schoot-maſter hath a ſmall-Saltery allow'd him by the Govern- 
ment; the Schollars give him, likewiſe ſome ſmall Matter each Quarter of 
a Year: In all theſe Schools are taught Writing, Arithmetick and to read 
Engliſh, and in moſt part of them Latin: But the principal Schools are 
thoſe of Royal Burghs, where the School-maſters are generally well SkilFd- 
in the Latin and Greek Tongues, they have tolerable Salleries, and every 
Schollar pays them Two Shillings, or Half a Crown, every, Quarter. Ig 
_ theſe School nothing is taught but Latin and Greek; (for there are Eli and 
Writing Schools beſides,) and the Boys are taught to ſpeak Latin as well 
as to underſtand it. There is ſingular Care taken likewiſe of Children's 
Morals, and Education in the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, for 
which End they are not ouly taught the Confeſſion of Faith, aud Cate- 
chiſms tranſlazed, i to Latin every Monday Morning, but every Lord's Day 
after Serxmons, dhe School: maſter convenes them, and takes account of what 
they Wong td of the Ser mon, and inſtructs them in the Meaning of the 
ſhorter Catechiſm, and uſually makes them repeat ſome Queſtions of Mr. Vin- 
cent on the Catechiſm. In Country Places, School-maſters are uſually Precen- 
tors to the Church, and Kirk-Seſſion-Clerks, for which. they haye ſome 
Profits viz, for every Couple of Perſons they proclaim, in order to Mar- 
riage One Shilling, and in .ſome Places One Shilling and Eight Pence : 
Item, For every Child that is baptiſed, whoſe Name they inrole in the Re- 
giſter, Six Pence. tem, For every Certificate given to a Perſon removing 
% ͤ , . 
All School-maſters muſt take the Oath of Allegiance, and ſubſcribe the 
Confeſſion of Faith, and are liable to the: Tryal and Cenſure of the Freſ- 


* 


bytery;of- their Bundes . i i 1 
There are Four Univerſities in Scotla7d, vd. St. Andrews, Glaſgow, Aber- 
deen and Edinburgh ; the Account which I ſhall give of One will be ſuffici- 
ent to ſhew the Rules and Methods of all the reſt, the Difference that 
is among them not being, very material, and therefore I {hall only mention 


that of Edinburgh. Fhe 


. 
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The Univerſity of Edinburgh was founded by K. James the Firſt of England, 
and Sixth of Scotland, and endow'd with as ample priviledges and Powers 
as any Vniverſity in Europe. The Magiſtrates and Town-Council of Edinburgh 
are the Patrons and Curators, and the Provoſt or Lord Mayor is Chancellor. 

The Buildings are not very fine, but conveninent enough; for beſides the 
large publick Hall, called TJhe Common-Hall of the Univerſity, there are very 
convenient Schools for every Profeſſion, and Two Libraries, and a Printing. 
Houſe, and a great many Chambers for the Students to lie in, if they pleaſe, 
the beſt of which unfurniſn'd is Let at Thirty Shillings per Annum. The 
Students don't eat in Common, but where they pleaſe 3 and they wear no 
diſtinct Habits from other Perſons, though in all the reſt of the Vapverſries 
the Students wear red Gowns... There are no Conditions of Religion, nor 
any Oath offer'd to any Student at his Entry into the Vniverſiy, but any 
Perſon is free to come there that pleaſes. There are Galleries in one of the 
Churches of the City, (where the Principal of the Univerſity is Miniſter) 
appointed for the Students, where the Profeſſors ſit, and where the Students 
may if they pleaſe, but are not confin d to go to that Church 

In the Univerſity, of Edinburgh are taught, Theology, Philoſophy, Mat hema 
ticks, Chnrch- Fiſtory, the Oriental Languages, Oratory, Humanity, Roman- His 
ſtory and Greet; of all which there are Profeſſors, and a Principal, who 
overſees them all, and who preſides among them when they meet together 
in a Faculty. BY | | rs To et 
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All theſe Profeſſors, and all bearing Office within the VUniuerſſty, are ob- 
lig d to own and acknowledge the Civil Government in manger preſcrib d, 
or to be preſcribd by A#s of Parliament; as alſo to acknowledge pro- 
feſs and ſubſcribe to the Confeſſion of Faith, as the Confeſſion of their 
Faith; and that they will practice and conform themſelves to the Worſhip 
no in Uſe in the Church, and ſubmit themſelves to the Governments 
and Diſcipline thereof, and never endeavour directly or indirectly the Sub- 
verſion of the ſame; and that, before the reſpectiye Presbyteries of their 
Bounds, by whatſoever Gift, Preſentation or Proviſion, they may be there- 
to. provided: And this as an abſolute Condition of their, Admiſſion to the 
Exerciſe of their ſeveral Functions. n IS 
Betwixt the Twentieth of June and Tenth of October there is no Teach» 
ing, except by. the Profeſſor of Humanity, and he hath likewiſe a Vaca- 
tion from the Firſt of Auguſt till the Firſt of Ofober, All theſe Profeſſors are 
paid by their reſpective Schollars, excepting theſe of Theology and Sacred Hi- 
ſtory, who have therefore more larger Sallaries than the reſt. When a Student 
enters the Univerſity, he muſt pay Half a Crown, to the Porter or Janitor, 
and Seven Pence to his Servant; and the Firſt Year a Student enters he 
Matricolates himſelf; that is, has his Name inſerted in the Univerſity: Re- 
giſter, for which he muſt pay Half a Crown: This Money is applied for 
the Encouragement of the Library, and therefore Geatlemen's Sons uſually 
give more than other Students. | „ ea 23295 1 
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Mr. William Carſtairs one of the City Miniſters and Chaplain to Her Ma- 
jeſty, is the Principal of the Univerſity, a Perſon every way acccompliſh'd 
for that Poſt, both for Learning and Diſcretion. 
By his Place he hath Power to confer all forts of Degrees. He hath a 
Lecture in Divinity in the Common-Hall every Week, when all the Students 
muſt attend, .for their Profeſſors are always there. He preſides in- 
all the publick Examinations and Tryals of the Students, takes ac- 
count of their Manners and Behaviour, for which End he appoints publick: 
Cenſors ; and if need be, calls a Faculty to puniſh the Guilty, the Punjſh- 
ment is ordinarily a pecuniary Mule, but if the Crime be great, the Student 
is expell'd the Umverſtty. He likewiſe appoints Cenſors for ſpeaking of 
Engliſh, and all Students that ' ſpeak Engliſb are Mulcted in a Penny Totics 
Dwories. In ſhorts it's the Principal's Buſineſs to over- ſee all the Members of 
the Univerſity, whether Maſters or Schollars. He hath no Money allowed 
him from any of the Students, but a competent Sallery from the City of 
Edinburgh, and an excellent Lodging within the Unriverſiy, yx. 
Mr. George Meldrum the preſent Profeſſor of Theology is 4 very grave, di- 
fret and learned Perſon, he is one of the Miniſters of the City, and as 
Profeſſor of -Theology, he hath a good Sallery, and a convenient Lodging in 
the Dulverſity. There is a convenient Hall adjoining to the Profeſſor's Lodg- 
ing for the Students of Theology, and here is likewiſe a ſmall, but very 
choice Library of Books, relating to that Study, founded and promoted: 
much by. the late learned: Profeſſor Mr. George Campbell, The Profeſſor 
keeps a Liſt of all his Schollars, and before any be received a Student of 
Divinity, he maſt (if a Scots Man) bring a Certificate from the Place he 
lived in of his ſober Converfation, but if a Foreigner, the Diploma or 
Teſtimony of his Degrees from the Univerſity or Profeſſor, by whom he 
hath been taught. 2 | © BEE we 4 n ele #7 — oo pL | | 
The Students of Divinity are divided into Four or Five Claſſes, accor- 
ding to their Number, by the Profeſſor. Theſe Claſſes meet once every 
Week, and confer together upon their Studies, or give account of what 
new. Book they have read, what materal Things are obſervable in it. And 
if there be any publick Exerciſe to be perform'd by any of them before the 
Profeſſor publickly in the Hall, the Perſon who hath the Exerciſe reads it, 
and the reſt of the Claſs cenfures what is amiſs in it, and give their Advice 
how to correct it. There are likewiſe ſome Exerciſes perform'd in the Claſs, 
namely, a Caſe of Conſcieace (appointed by the precedeing Meeting) is ſol- 
ved by one of the Society, and Two Scriptural Doubts by. another. 
The Profeſſor attends upon his Students every Day of the Week 
excepting - Saturday. On Monday the Students perform ſome Engliſh. 
Exerciſes preſcrib'd them by the Profeſſor ſome Days before, viz. Firft, A. 
Homily or a popular Diſcourſe. Secondly, A Presbyterial Exerciſe, 
or Exerciſe and Addition, wherein one Student for half an hours Time, 
Treats upon a Text critically, and ſolves all the Doubts and Queſtions that 
1 can be propos d from it, and ends with a Paraphraſe of the Text, from- 
' Which auother Student obſerves as many Doirines, eithex implied or obvi- 
' s | : ; OUS. 
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giving the Reaſons of them, and applying them ſeverally; but he is only 
allowed half an Hour. Thirdly, A Lecture, which is the Reading and Ex- 
laining by way of Faraphraſe, together with ſome practical Reflections, 


ome Portion of Scriptures. All theſe Diſcourſes are cenſured by the 


Students in Preſence of the Profeſſor; as alſo by the Profeſſor himſelf; and 
if there be ay Thing - amiſs, the Profeſſor directs them how to avoid ſuch 

Faults for the Future. On Tueſday the Profeſſor either hatk a Lecture in 
Divinity Ca Latin Diſcourſe on ſome common Place) or eiſe an Exerciſe is 


perform'd, which is called Collatio Dogmatita ʒ the precedeing Tweſday. the 


Profeſſor preſcribes a Head of Divinity to a certain Number of Students, 
that they may be prepared to anſwer all Queſtions hep ſflallipropoſe to them 
from it; and it is per form'd thus, The Profeſſor begins with an Hiſtorical 
Account of the Subject in Band, then ſtates the Matter fairly, and defires - 
one to give Account of the various Opinions concerning it z asks another 
the Orthodox one, of a Third he demands the. Probfs of that and a 
Fourth is deſired to vindicate it from the Exceptions and Objections which 
the Profeſſor propoſeth againſt it; and after all the Profeſſor explains the 
whole Matter fully and at large: This Exerciſe is all perform'd in Latin. 
Wedneſday is appointed for the Junior Students, who have but lately com- 
menc'd Maſters of Arts, and entred the Profeſſion: When, the Profeſſor 


explains and examines them upon any little Syſtem of Divinity, ſuch as 


the Confeſſion of Faith, Mar aj Meda, Niſſenius, Paraus in Vr ſin, Kc. 
Thurſday is appointed for -Exege/es and Diſputa tions att; Ewegefiris a Latin 
Diſcourſe upon a certain Head of Divinity preſcrib'd by the Profeſſor; it 
begins with a ſhort Introduction, which is uſually the propoſing the Me- 
thod; namely, Explicatio Terminorum, Hiſtonia Gontravyei figs: fentent ia Adutre 


ſariorum, Sententia Orthodoxa, more generally repre Stats Controverſies. 
d, Miu Srnt emtid fonfirmatio, 


Sentent io Orthadoxa,. tote particular! y propos 
in which muſt he à Vindication of the ſeveral; Arguments: from all the 


Exceptions againſt them, but no Objections anſwer d, that being referr d to 
the Diſputations. After the Exegeſis is repeated (the Student having given 


in the Subject of it in The/es ſome Days before): is no oblig'd to defend 


them from the Ojections propos d by c] O or three other Students appointed 


for that End; but the Profeſſor preſides in theſe Diſputations, and when 


the Reſpoadent cannot anſwer, he anſwers, and reſolves: all Difficulties. 
The Method, Stile, Grammar, Cc. of theſe Eegeſü, are like wife cenſured 


by the Profeſſor and Students. i eee ee ee 5 
On Friday ſome of the Students give an Account of ſome Frriod of 


Church Hiſtory, or elſe perform a Scriptural Conference, win, The Fro- 
feſſor on the Friday before having preſcrib'dia Chapter or tw aſcthe Bible, 
to two or three Students, they muſt be ready to anſwer- all the Queſtions, 


either of the Senſe, Hiſtory, Reconciling Contractions, Sc. that the 


Profeſſor ſhall propoſe from it; during which Time the Profeſſor takes 


occaſion to explain all very fully 


# g 4 ' 
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ous as the Text will allow, and proſecutes them by confirming them, 
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22 The Governnent of the Church of Scotland. 
Phere are four \Profeſſdrs of Phitoſbyiy; namely, Mr. William Lam, 
Mr William Scot, Mr., Mr. Robert Stewart, all Gentlemen of 
excellent liberal Education,' wha have-ſtudied Abroad as well as at Home, 
Philoſophy ;-: Alau hemat icke and the Civil: Lam, and ſome of them Divinity. 
They arc pblig'd ro” teach Gres as well as Philoſo phy The Students of 
Greet indubhileſbphy are rank'd into four Claſſes, ateord ing to the Time 
they ha ver ſtudied at the Univerſity, The Students of the firſt and moſt 
inferiour Claſs, àre called Bajani, they have one of theſe Profeſſors to teach 
them, ho is. called cheir Regent, and this Claſs for one Year is taughtiGreek 
only. Phe next Lear they change their School, hut not their Regent, and 
then they are called the Semi Claſs y This ſecond Year they are principally 
taught Lagiat, qthollevery Day they read ſome Greet. In teachiag of 
them Logieł, the Profeſſor dictates no Syſtem of Logic, but teacheth 
A N One, which he indeed illuſtrates by dictating ſome ſhort Notes 
upon the more difficult Parts of it, and cauſes them to diſpute in the Claſs 
on ſome Logis Theſit, here he prefides : This Year every Student muſt 
repeat an Gn publickly in the Claſs before the Profeſſor. The third 
Ter they removeico another Schl, but have the ſame Profeſſor, and chen 


they are called Barchelnuns, and ate allow'd to ſit in the Preſence of their 


Profeſſor with their Heads cover d. In this Year are taught 27etaphyſicks 
and the Ahe Profeſſor this Year uſually teacheth De Vries or Le Clerk's: 
n which he dlictates Notes or Commentaries; and for 
moral Phyts/ophy, he teacheth them ſome ſhort Account ofthe Paſſions and 
Vertues, ſome Qeſtions De ſamſuo bonn & prima Regular morum, but chiefly 
takes up the Time in explaining to the Students Paffendrof de Officio hominis 
G Av, of Gromus de jure bolli & pacis. On theſe arelikewiſe Diſputations, 
andvevery Student this: Yea» muſt make and repeat an Eæegeſis upon ſome: 
Logical Subject, undbevery Dayl of this Vear, Leſſons of the Greek are 
taught. The next Year, which is the Fourth and Laſt, in order to com- 
mence Mafte# of Arts, they remove to another School, Mill retaining the ſame 
Regent or Profeſlor; and in this Year, as in all the reſt, they are taught 


.Greek, but © principally Natural Philoſophy, for which is commonly taught 


Le Clerł s PE this is called the Alagiſtrand Clajs, and ſits till the firſt of 
April or Aay. So that all theſe Four Profeſſors by turns teach the Greek, 
and all the ſereratEParts-ot | Philoſophy! 017 noO0 nh od os noel nn 

When a Student enters, which is about the Tenth of October, he gives 
his reſpective Regent or Profeſſor Money for teaching him, which is what 
you pleaſe, only a Guinea is the leaſt that is taken or given, and this 
is all the *Reward :a-Regent hath for a whole Lear. About the 
Tenth-of December, every Vear (for then the Claſſes are fully conven'd) be- 
gil the publick Examinations, the Semi Claſs is examined firſt; all the Stu- 

ents with the Principal and Regents are conven'd in the Common-Hall of 


the Univerſity, When after Prayer by the Principal, he examines Six or Se- 


veu of them upon their: Proficiency in the Greek, then the ſeveral Profeſ- 
ſors of Philoſophy (excepting their own particular Profeſſor) examines the 
reſt. After they are examined, the Principal preſcribes them a Greek Ver- 

| | | lion, 
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ſion, which they deliver to him. All the reſt of the Claſſes are examined 
after the ſame Manner of their Proficiency in the precedeing Vears Studies. 
And this Examination is appointed not only for the Schollars, but likewiſe to 
buen the Frofeſſors have taken ſuch palns in Teaching as they ought to 
, oat ac}; ave ad nds 
After the Examinations are over) every Saturd, in the Common-Hall | 
are publickly repeated Orations by the Students of the Magiſtrand Claſs, 
in preſence, of the Principal and all the Profeſſors : As alſo publick Diſ- 
putations in Pholoſophy,. betwixt ſome of the Magiſtrand and the Batche- 
laur Claſſps; where uy: Magiſtrands oppoſe. the Theſes given.in by the Bat- 
_ chelaurs, who defend them: The Regent of the Batchelzurz preſiding in the 
Diſputes: After the Magiſtrand Claſs is diſolved the Batchehurs,rmake the 
Harangues, and the Students of the Semi Claſs defend, -.. ;.- 5.4 ... 


The four Profeſſors , of - Phyloſophy and. Greek convene their Claſſes twice 
every Day of the Week, and three Days of, it thrice. . The Hours of 
Conveneing in the Morning, are fram Seven. to. Nine, and from, Ten to 
Twelve, and in the Afternoon, from Tr, ta Three. They convene their 
a 1 8 every Lord's Day after Sermon, and inſtructs them in ſome Syſtem 
of ii, , ro REES 
In the Fourth and Laſt Vear, the Magiſtrands before they riſe, chooſe 
Fifteen from among themſelves, whom they call Lords, and one of them 
is their Preſident. Theſe have Power to impoſe a certain, Sum of Money 
on every, Student that is to be graduated, which Money is to be paid to 
their Regent or Profeſſor. In impoſing of theſe Sums, as they mult take 
Care not to be Extravagant, ſo they can't impoſe, leſs than Twenty Shil- 
lings Sterling, as the Minimum that any pays who is not Laureated Gratis. 
Before the Laureation, all Students to be graduated, mult be examin'd by 
the Profeſſors and Principal, as in, the publick Examinations: aboye-men- 
tion'd, and theſe, who are approved-are called' Candidati, the Candidats 
muſt give their Oath to be true to the Proteſtant Religion and Univerſity 
of. Edinburgh, and each of them pay Six and Eigbt.Pence to the Library, 
when their Names are inroll'd as Maſters of Arts. 
On the Day appointed for Laureation, the Magiſtrates of the City, all 
the Profeſſors and Students, together with as many Gentlemen as pleaſe, | 
come to the Common-Hall of the Vnidberſity, whither likewiſe the Cand:- 
dati come with their Profeſſor, all cloathed in black Gowns after the Faſhion. 
of their Profeſior, Who having ſaid a ſhort Prayer, and Diſcourſe ſuitable 
to the Occaſion, there are The/es on all or any part of Philoſophy. (printed 
and diſperſed ſome Days before) publickly oppoſed, firſt by the Principal, 
and Profeſſor of Divinity, and afterwards by any that pleaſe, and defended 
by the Candidates under the Preſidency of the Profeſlor. After which ſeveral . 
of the Candidates make Harangues in Latin, Greek and Hebrew, and de- 
monſtrate ſome Phenomena in Fhiloſophy, or ſome Mathematical Propoſi- 
tions. Then the Principal, after a Diſcourſe in Latin proper-. to the 13 
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fon, proceeds to Graduation, when there is a Carpet ſpread upon the Floor, 


"the ſame Times of conveneing them as they do. Tis uſual foi nts 
continue Two Year'in this Claſs, before they begin to learn Green. 


— 


and the candidati kneeling, the Principal prays, which done, by Vertue 


ok the Authority and r by King James VI. he as 


Principat thereof, declares them Maſters of Arts, and in Teſtimony of 
which, he puts a, Cap upon their Heads. The fame Ceremonies'( mmtars: 


mut unditj areufed in giving any other Degrees. 


The Profeſſor of Mathematicks hath a publick Lecture in the Common- 
Hall twice every Week, and convenes his Schollars once every Day. He 


begins to teach about the Firft of November, and ends about the Firſt of 


May. The preſent Profeſſor is à ver learned, knowing and, ng Perſon, 
Mr. Gregory Brather-German'th the famous Dr. ' Gregory, Profeſſor of Aſtro- 


5 e b e "He is sen (after the fame Manner) by his Schollars, 


as the Profeſſors of Philoſophy... | | 
The Profeſſor of Sacred _ Hiſtory, Mr. John Cummin, hath only Three 
Lectures in the Week, One of them in the Common-Hall, and the other 
Two in his own private Schall. He hath a Hundred Pound per Aunnum. 
The profeſſor of Humanity, Mr. Laurence Dundas, who is alfo Profeſſor of 
Roman Hiftory and Ofatry, Is a perſon every Way fitted for his Employ- 


4 


ment, both for his Learning and Diligence in attending upon his Claſs; he 
begins to teach the Firſt of October, and ends the Firſt of Auguft, and is 


1 Þy His Scholfars,as the Profeſſors of Philoſophy are, and obſerves 
| for Students to 


The Profeſſor. of the Oriental Languages hath a publick Lecture once a 
Week in the Common-Hall,” and convenes his Schollars every Day; beſides 
me may take Money from his Schollars, but it was never much in Uſe to give 
D ̃ TIF. ⅛75K e 

2 There is jaſt now a new Profeſſion erected in that Vniuerſuy, viz. pf the 
Law of Nature and Nations, for which the Profeſſor is to have 150 7. Ster- 
he e e for his Pains, but he hath not begun to teach as yet. 
There are likewiſe in the City Gentlemen, who teach both the Scots and 
Civil.Laws, and of Medicine; but theſe do not belong to the Univerſity. 
Any Student of the Uni verſicy 1 ay read in, and have the Uſe” of any Book 
in the great Library, but cannot carry a Book our with him unleſs he be 


- Civis of the Library, which he may be made for a Crown. 


The Diſcipline of the UVniverfry of Glaſgon is more ſtrict; for beſides 
theſe Things common to it, with that of Edinburgh, every Lord's Day at 
Nine of the Clock in the Morning, at the Sound of the great Bell, all the” 
Students meet in the Great-Hall, where the Principal and other Pro- 
feſlors being preſent, the Names of the Studeuts are called over, and the 
Abſents marked; ſome part of a Pſalm is ſung, and Prayers ſaid by the 
Principal: After which he and the reſt of the Maſters in their Gowns with 


all the Students in theirs, according to their ſeveral Degrees, walk in good 


Order to the Church, where there are convenient seats under the View-of 
their Maſters. The ſame Order and Method is obſerved in the Afternoon. 
When the whole publick Worſhip of the Lord's Day is over the Maſters 

| | : | con- 
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conveng; their reſpective Schollars, and examine them of what they have 
heard of the Sermons; after which, having ſung part of a FPſalm, and 
prayed they diſmiſs hem * deny? on ee e eee 
On Monday: Morning from Seven to Nine each Profeſſor is employed in 
explaining the Confeſſion of Faith, or ſome ſhort Syſtem of Divinity to 
his Schollars according to their reſpective Degrees. From the Firſt of OFobers: 
till the Firſt of April the general Catalogue of the whole Students is c led 
over twice a Day, vi. at Ten in the Forenoon, and Two in the Afternoon; 
but after the Firſt of April till the Vacation begins, which is not till the 9 
Firſt of July, . the general Catalogue is called over every Morning at Fire 1 
of the Clock, when all the Students muſt anſwer to their Names, on Pain = 
of being fin'd in a Peny Totes Quotzes. Every Night during the Seſſions of 1 
the Univerſity, the great Bell rings at Nine of the Clock; againſt which 
Time all the Students muſt. be. in their. Chambers, and at Ten the Gates of 
the Univerſity are ſhut, and none admitted Acceſs after that Time. | 
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Sometimes a Presbytery deſires a Student of Divinity to undergo Trials, 
Jin Order to be licenſed to reach: Sometimes a Student him elf defires 


„ 
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ONE non dent 


\ 


s Presbytery to admit him to Trials. 
If a Perſon hath ſtudied any Time at a Profeſſion of Theology, andbrings 
Certificates from his Profeſſor, that he hath perforni'd all his Exerciſes to 
his Approbation, as alſo of his Good and Chriſtian Deportment, they ad- 
mit him immediately to Trial before themſelves, but if he hath not ſtudied 
Divinity at an Univerſity, they appoint a Committee of their on Number 
to make ſome Trial of him, both of his Knowledge in Divinity, and Art of 
Preaching, before he be tried by themſel ve... 
The Trials which he undergoes in Order to his being licenſed, are either 
private before the Presbytery, or publick before a Congregation, the Preſs 
bytery being preſent: The private Trials (which are firſt) are a 7/omily or 
Two, and an Exegeſis, the Subject of which he is obliged to give in ta the 
Presbytery in Theſes, and to anſwer any Difficulties that may be objected 
againſt them by any Miniſter of the Presbytęry. Belides which hel is trytd 
of his Skill in the Languages, in Church-Hiſtory, and is obliged to anſwer 
what Extemporary - Queſtions may be propoſed to him by any Miniſter of 
the Presbytery? 1 big . e of enzzU 
- The publick Parts of Trial are a popular Sermon, and a Diſcour ſe, called; 
An Exerciſe and Addition, wherein the Perſon on Trials handles a Text 
(preſoribed him by the Presbytery) for one half Hour Logically and Cti- 
tically, and for another Doctrinally and Practically. If he approve himſelf. 
in ell tkeſe, after having ſign'd the Confeſſion of Faith, own d the Fresbyterian 
| | E | Government 
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36 The Government of the Church of Scotland: 


Govertment, as the only Government of the Church within. Scotland, and given 


his Promiſe of Obedience to the Presbytery and ſuperiour Judicatories of 


the Church, he is Licens'd to Preach wherever he may be lawfully called. 

A lawful Call is an Appointment of the Presbytery in. which be lives, 
or of other ſuperiour Judicatories,. the Invitation of a Minifter to his own 
Pulpit, or the Invitation of the Heretors and Elders of a Par iſh in their Mini- 
ſter's Abſence. The Licenſe is ſigu'd by the Moderator aud Clerk of the 
Presbytery. Though immediately after their Liceaſe, Probationers may 
receive and embrace a Cal to be a Miniſter of a Pariſh, yet it is uſual for 
them to continue a Year or two before they be ordain'd; during which 
Time they are called Probationers, they have no publick Maintainance, nor 
can they adminiſter any of the Sacrame mam. 
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Concerning the Epiſe copal Di ſſenters, 
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F T E R this ſnort Account of the Church of Scotland, as it is eſtab- 
lind by Law, perhaps it may not be thought improper, to ſay ſome- 
what with reſpe& to the Proteſtaut Diſſenters of that Part of Great Bri- 
tain: Among thoſe, the chief, either for Numbers or Intereſt, are they 
who are of the Epiſcopal 'Perſwaſion, for thoſe of auy other Denomination 
are very feu and inconſiderable. 5 | 
The People of the Epiſcopal Perſmaſion, enjoy as great Priviledges and 
Immunities as thoſe of the eſtabliſnd Church; there are no Penal Statutes: . 
inſt them, neither are they under any Reſtrictions, nor liable to any. . 
eſts, but are employ'd in all the Places of Truſt whatſoever, either Ci- 
vil or Military in common with the Presbyterians, - without any other 
Condition than taking the Oaths to the Government: And thovgh:there 
axe ſome Laws which may be iutepreted as Penal againſt the Epiſcapal lergy, 
yet with reſpe& to them, the following Particulars are to be obſerv'd.. 
- Firft, They were generally very unexrceptable to the People, upon the 
Account of their perſecuting and arbitrary Principles. * 14 9159 
Secondly, They are moſt. of them Nen- jurors, and never would own the 
late King William and Queen Aary, or Her preſent Majeſty Queen Anne, 
though the Government was ſo iudulgent to them, that all who took the 
Oaths to the Government before September 1695. and were not. convicted 
af Error, Scandal and Inſufficiency, though they did not own the Church- 
Government, were allow'd the quiet Poſſeſſion of their Churches and Be- 
nefices; and there are upwards of One Hundred and Forty at this Day 
actually in Poſſeſſion of them, under the Protection of the * 
| Thirdly, 
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The Government of the Church of Scotland. 27 
Thirdly, The Terms of Aſſumption and Comprehenſion are thought eaſie, 
viz. Subſcribing the Confeſſion of Faith; Owning the Presbyterian Government as the 
only Government of the Church within Scotland, and promiſing to obſerve Unity 
mity in Worſhip, eſpecially to them who before had ſworn, that the King 
by his Royal Prerogative hath Power to diſpoſe of the External Govern- 
meat and Policy of the Church, -own'd the ſame Doctrine contain'd in the 
N — Faith, and uſed the ſame Worſhip: preſcrib'd by the Aſſem- 
*Sly's;:Diretory; 51 vino [Motor crore ; 4.17 (1/764 DAR: M8 
Fourthly, The ſevereſt Penalties are either againſt Intruders into Pariſhes, 
without the legal Call of the Pariſhoners, or againſt Preachers by Vertue of 
Authority from Exauctorated Biſhops : As to the former of theſe, there is 
nothing peculiarly Enacted againſt the Epiſcopal Clergy which does not equal - 
ly reach the Presbyterian; and none will think that an Invaſion of Feopſes 
uk; Rights ought to beallow'd in any Set of Men whatſvever : As to the 
tter, it is thought the: leſs Tollerable, in regard that it is known to be 
Matter of Fact, that ſome of thoſe Exauctorated Biſnops have requir'd an 
1 of Allegiance to the St. German Pretender before they wou d 
ordain. | | 
But Fifthly, Whatever may be alledg'd. as Penal Laws ſtanding inforce 
- againſt the Epiſcopal Clergy, yet that is ſeldom or never put in Execution. 
There are a great many Epiſcopal Meeting-houſes in Scotland, though they 
that Preach in them are profeſs'd Enemies to the Government; and 
ſome are of Opinion, that it is ſo far from a Perſecution, that it may 
prove of dangerous Conſequence, to protect Men, who are Enemies to the 
Civil Conſtitution, and by their Employments have ſo frequent Occaſions to 
make publick Harangnes to the People: And they have the more 10a 
ſon to think ſo; in regard, that in many Epiſcopal Meeting-houſes, 
beſides the Treaſonable Inſinuations that are to be found in their 
| Sermons, thoſe Non-juranr Preachers either forbear to Name any Se- 
vereign in their Prayers, or ſometimes pray doubtfully for their So- 
vereign in the General, or elſe for One of another Name than Her 
prefent Majeſty Queen AG. It 
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| Sto what relates to Scandal, Church-Cenſure and Excommunication, 


| 

1 Ef the Reader is referr'd to the Two Actsbof the General Aſſembly 
vi 2 and Form of Proceſs, hereunto ſubjoin'd ; only it is to be obſerv'd, 
1 that there is not one Penny of Fee or Reward requir'd or takeu for any Act 
1 whatſoever of Church-Government or Diſcipline: That Citations, Exami- 


nations, Cenſures and Abſolutions are no Expence to the Delinquent, 


nor Gain to any that pertain to any Eccleſiaſtical Judicatory of Scotland. 


As alſo that there is no Civil Penalty incurr'd by being Cenſur d by the 


* 
* 


Church; all thoſe greixous Laws (formerly in force) againſt Excommunicg- 
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"AF concerning the Method and. Form. of... Pro 


:.: t»catories of the Church'againſt Scandalous Perf; l 
* Edinburgh the Foprth of April, 1705. Poſt meridiem, Sell. 6. 
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ſary to e Perſons guilty oftner than once before the Con- 
gregation. The General Aſſembly does hereby appoint and ordain, that 
after ſuch Perſons are convicted, before the Seſſions, it be judiciall ; declared 
to them, that they have rendred themſelves uncapable of Communion with 
the People of God in ſealing Ordinances, and that they be appointed to 
appear in publick to be rebuked for their Sin, whether they appear peni- 
tent or not, conform to the Inſtitution, 1 Tim. 5. 20. And it is hereby re- 
ferr'd to the reſpective Judicatories of the Church concern d to determine, 
how oft ſuch Delinquents ſhall appear in publick, as they. ſhall, find it-to 
tend moſt for Edification, And the General Aſſembly ordains, that after 
a publick Rebuke, the Miniſters and Elders. be at farther pains in. inſtru&- 
ing the Minds of the ſcandalous Perſons, if ignorant, in eadeavouring to 
convince their Conſciences, and to bring them to a due Senſe of their Sins, 
and to an Engagement and ſerious Reſolution againſt all known Sin, and to 
the Performance of all known Duty: And that the Seſſion upon Satisfaction 
with their Knowledge and Senſe of their Sin, do admit them to the pub- 


lick Profeſſion of their Repentance in order to Abſolution. But if after 


taking 
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and as fixed, binding Rules and Directions in the whole Matters t 
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taking Pains on them for ſome competent Time for their InſtruAion and 
Inſenſible aud Unreform'd, 


Con 
the Miniſters and Elders are to adviſe with the Presbytery of the Bounds; 


and if the Presbytery ſhall ſee Cauſe, that then, he. Sentance of I Ex- 
communication be p bee. againſt them in Fare of theft n- 
regation, from, hiek 0 00 CT be relaxed, nor ad Mitte to makes pub- 
_ i nere eiche mY is 10 er theteto, till the Seſſioſ be Iſatiſ- 
ed with their Knowledge 00 neſs 10 The 
general Aſſembly ordains, That the Neve d ech Dy ode eſard 


Cenſure of leſſer Excommuanication, be publickly read out the Lord's * 0 


immediately preceeding, that, upo che the Sacrament of The Lord's 
Supper is to be adminiſtred 1 * A ** 9 8 
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Proceſs as, how a nended in th whole Hegds 0nd Articles th 
aden dt enn 12 fame to be obſerved and praftife Fifed d by... 


five Judicatories of this Church, as an Act and rdinance of 


contain d, except the 5 8 . and Nine Farag + hs of the; 16 


Chapter, and. 2 F oe Preſſing; of the th of Pargatigh; 
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The Form of Procet is in the Jetons of 
"the Church of Scot md, 


| with arne to 


Concerning Church —— Diſcipline, _ Seandale wy : 


WEI! Fes Cenſ. ares in erer. 
Ni reh nent SOT r to W 1 
un LORD Ts sus CHRIST hath inflitatea 3 
and Governours Eccleſiaſtical in his Houſe, with Power to meet for 
the Order and Government the And to that Purpoſe, the Apoſtles 
did immediately receve the Reys B tom the Hands bf their Lord and Ma- 
Ker Rr JESUS) CHRIS T, and did uſe and exerciſe the ſame upon all 
EHRI ST: "hack from Time to Time" farnifl'd ſome in his 
Snatch with Gifts for Government, and with Commiſſion to exerciſe it 
when called thereunto, and has promiſed his kreſence to be with then to 
the End of the World. D 
2. It is agteeable to, OF} {ooaded on the Word of S op, chat woche 
others, beſfdes theſe who labour in the Word and Doctrine be Church- 
Sovetnouts, to join with the Miniſters of the Word in the Government of 
the Church, and Exerciſe of Diſcipline and Over-ſight of the Manners 
of the People, which Officers are called Ruling t lders : As alſo that the 
Thurch be a Win 1 en forts pf Judicatorjts, and one in Subordina- 
gs” Rirk*Scilioas, Presbyteries,. Provincial Synods 
arid General A es pardon 
3. Church-Diſcipliac and Cenſares, r jadging id removing of Ob. 
Ken are of great Uſe and Neceſſity in the Church, that the Name of 
God, by reaſon of ungodly and, wicked Perſons living in the Church, 
de not Blafphemed, nor his Wtarh provoked againſt His People, ther 
The Godly be not lea vened with, but preſcrved from the Contagion, and 
ſtricken with Fear, and that sinners who are to be Cenſur d may be aſham- 
ed, to the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, and ſaving of the Spirit i ia the Day of 
the Lord Jeſus. - 
4. Nothing ought to be admitted by any CterchJubhtgtory as the 
e of a Proceſs for Cenſure, but what hath been declared Cenfarable 


by the Word of God, or ſome Act of univerſal Cuiiom of this National 
turch agreeable thereto; and the ſeveral Judicatories of this Church 
or to take timous Notice of all Scandals : But it is judg'd, that - a 
Scan al 


3 of the Church of Scotlanlc. 31 
Scandal ſhall happen not to be Noticed in order to cenſure for the Space 


of five Years, it ſhould not be again reviv'd, ſo as to enter in a Proceſs. 


thereanent, unleſs it be of an hainous Nature, or become again flagrant; 
but the Conſciences of ſuch: Perſons ought to be ſeriouſly dealt with In pri- 
vate, to bring them to a Senſe of their Sin and Duty: 4 6, 

5. Fheſe-Aſſemblies or Church-Judicatories before-mention'd, have Pow- 


er to convene and call hefore them any Perſons within theirfown Bounds, 


whom the Ecclefiaſtick Buſineſs, which is before them doth concern, either 


as Party-witneſs or otherways, and to examine them according to the 


Nature of the Affair, and to hear and determine in ſuch» Caſes as ſhalÞ 
orderly come before them, and accordingly diſpenſe Church - Cenſures. 

6. If a Perſon be charged with a Scandal, who lives within the Bounds of 
another Pariſh; tlie Kirk Seffion of the bhariſh where that Perſon creſid es, 


ſhould be deſired to cauſe cite that Ferſon to Anſwer before the Seffion in 
whoſe Bonnds the Scandal happen'd, and the ſame Courſe is to be follow- 
ed in ſuch Caſes by the other judicatories of the Church, ſeeing for Orders 


ſake they ſhould not preſume to exerciſe their Authority without their own. 
Bounds; Been Ie aan! 7 * 390 2X0 2 9010 10 nenen 94 
7. The Miniſter of the Word being in Office abovei that of the Ruling 
Elder, cannot be liable to the Cenſure of the Kirk-Seſſion, but to the 
ſuperior Judicatories of the Church. 20 OY DT 1 
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32 The Form of PFrbceſit in the Fudicatories 


Edifieation'of the Church they cagi eſpeciaſſy as tor the Head of -SoandaP- 
but ſtill on ia Occaſions the Office thearets in the Houſe of God are to 


een 
3. In proceeding in all Cauſes; Where there is any Perſon or Parties con- 
cern'd, the judicatory is to ſee, that before they proceed, theſe Perſons 
or Parties! be duly ſiſted before them, by a legal and timous Citation in 
Writing: bearing its Cauſe, either at the Inſtauce of a Party's Complain- 
ing, or at leaſt by order of the judicatory; and if they be reſiding within 
the Pariſh, the fame may be upon Forty Eight Hours Advertiſment, and 
the Execution of the Summonschearing its Cauſe, and made before two 
or three Witueſſes inſert, is to be returned by the Beadle or Officiar in 
Writing, and tlie Fer ſons cited called at the Door: And this is eſpecially 
jo margins by Presbyteries and other ſuperiour Judicatories. of the 
— % / 11 Fe berlin 
4. Sometimes it may be fit that the Party be privately ſpoken to, before 
any Citation be given or Proceſs begun for their better gaining, in 
Which Caſe the Miniſter is to exerciſe his own, Diſcretion, and take the 
Concurrence of Elders and others with him; but if the Party cited as 
above appearanot: there ought to be a; ſecondz and then a third Citation 
siven by the Ortler. of the Seſſions and Presbyteries, either Perſonally, or 
left at their dwelling Houſe, before the Judicatory declare the Perſon Con- N 
| tumatious, unleſs. the Party be cited to appear before a ſuperiour Judica- 
| many Citations, before the ſuperiour Judicatory, the Party having actually 
| 


appeared before the inferiobr Juditatdry ; and being cited apud Acta to 
appear before the Superiour, and the ſame marked in the Minutes, or 
having been declared Contumatipus before the Cauſe was brought before 
the ſuperiour lpdtcatogy: „ 5 
= 58. Al Litations pu #4 are peremptory, and if inſtructed, infer Con- 
; ö tumacy if not obeyed. . eee er 
1 | 6. It the Perfon do not appear on the third Citation, or upon a Cita- 
=_ . tion apud Acta, and no relevant Excuſe. adduced and verified, tho in that 
4 Caſe he be cenſurable for Contumacy, yet it may be fit the Judicatory pro- 
ceed to take Cognition, either by | examining, Witneſſes upon Oath, or 
* . by other Documents of the Verity of the Scandals delated againſt him, be- 
fore they ceaſire ham „ ooo 


7. It the Party appear, then the Moderator is to inform the Perſon of 
the. Occaſion. of his being called, and to give him, if defired, a ſhort 
Note in Writing thereof, with the Names of the Witneſſes that are to be 
made uſe of. VVT Fo RET V oo 
8. There ſeems to be no need of Accuſers or Informers in Eccleſiaſtick 
if | roceſſes, where the ſame are not raiſed at the Inſtance of a Party com- 
10 to Anſwer the 8 1 7 55 in what is laid to his Charge: Vet ſo, that if 
Fl | the larty cited be found Innocent and Acquitted, theſe who inform'd the 
|  Jugicatory, Whether the Party tequire it or not, ought to be eh 
. . . o ” 3 4 & A vet 6 $4 0 
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for. ente their Calumny or Imprudence, as the judicatory ſhall find 
n 4G: : -j | 3, 8 


9. If there be Witneſſes to be made uſe of in the N a Liſt, of their | 


Names ought. to;he given to the Defenders ſome Time, be 
at their-Compegrance,; and the, t 

give Evidence, and if they refuſe after Three Citations given, and, Rrecur 
tions returned, may be proceeded with as Contumatious, or if judged need- 


ful, after the firſt or ſecond Citation, Application may be made to the 


Civil Magiſtrate, that he may oblige them to appear... 
Io. Before the Witneſſes be judicially examined, the accuſed Perſon is to 


be called, and the Relevancy of the Lybel diſcuſſed, and if the, Defender, 
compear, he may object againſt any of them, and if the Objection be rele- 


vant, and made evident to the Judicatory, the Witneſſes are to be caſt; 


but a Perſons being the Delator or Informer doth not hinder him to be a 
Witneſs, except in the Caſe where he formerly complained for his own 
latereſt, or of pregnant Preſumptions of Malice againſt the perſon accuſed. 

11. Though there be no relevant Objection, yet the Witneſſes are ſolemn- 


ly to be purged of Malice, Bribe or good Deed done or to be done, and 


of partial Counſel. , | 

12. The Witneſſes are to be ſworn and examined in the Preſence of the 
accuſed Party, if compearing, and he may deſire the Moderator to propoſe 
ſuch Queſtions; or croſs Queſtions to the Witneſſes, as may tend for his Ex- 


culpation, which if the Judicatory. think pertinent are to be propoſed but 
no accuſed Perſon is to interrupt the Witneſſes, or ſpeak-quring the Time 


of Depostion n obo. b Sy 
13. If the Party accuſed do before Probation offer Grounds: of Exculpa= 


tion to be proven by Witneſſes, the Moderator and Clerk, if required, are 
to give Warrant to cite the Witneſſes upon: the Party's Charges, the Re- 


levancy of the offered Exculpation being firſt conſidered and ſuſtained by 


judicatory; and if the Exculpation be fully proven as to the Subſtance of 


the Scandal, all further Proof of the Lybel and Accuſation muſt there fiſt, 
and the Defender is to be aſſvilzied, as if the Lybel be ſpecial as to the 
Time and Place of a Fact, and the accuſed more pregnantly alledge and 
clearly prove alibi; but if the Subſtance of the Scandal be once ſuſtained 
and deponed upon, there can be no place for Exculpation, unleſs it be as 


to ſome extenuating or alleviating Circumſtances not contrary to, but con- 


ſiſtent with the Depoſitions already taken. 


14. If Witneſſes cannot ſubſcribe their Names to their Depoſitions, the 


Clerk is to mark that they declare they cannot write, and the Moderator 


is to ſubſcribe the ſame, whether they can ſubſcribe or not. Yay, 


15. After the Depoſitions are ended, the Parties being removed, the 


Members of the Judicatory at the ſame, or ſome after Diet thereto appoint- 

ed, are to adviſe the Cauſe, and there, and then to reaſon the Affair calmly, 

ſpeaking always to the Moderator. one after another, without interrupting 

one another, uſing no refleting Language to, or of one another, nor too 

long Harrangues or Digreſſions 17 2 
| = NO 8 146. 


Witneſſes: ought. to he ein upd to 
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34 The Form of Proceſs iu the Judicatories = 
16. If any perſon or perſons under Proceſs for Scandals obſcond, they 
ſhould after being called before the Judicatory and not compearing, be cited 
firſt from the Pulpit of the Pariſh Where the Proceſs depends, and where 
they refide, and if they do not thereupeh appear before the Judicatory, be- 
fore whom theProceſs depends, they are by Order of- the Presbytery to be 
cited from the Pulpits of all the Kirks within their Bounds to compear be- 
fore the Presbytery ; and if they do not then compear, they are to be de- 
clared fugitive from Church-Diſcipline, and the ſame intimate in all the 
Kirks within the Bounds of the Presbytery; deſiring, that if any knows of 
the faid Fugitives, they may acquaint the Miniſter or Elder of the Bounds 
thereof, and the Presbytery are to ſiſt there until they get further Notice 


f thele perſons. 
* 
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Concerning Swearers, Cirſers, Profaners of the Lord*s Day, 
- Drunkards, and other Scandals of that Nature. 
T may fall out that one ſingle Act of Drunkenneſs, or Breach of the 
IId Days or Diſobedience to Parents, or of Swearing, Curſing, 
| Scolding, Fighting, Lying, Cheating or Stealing, may beclothed' with ſuch 
FX Circumſtances, as may be a juſt Ground of Proceſs immediately, and even 
3 bring the Perſons guilty under the Cenſure of the leſſer Excommunication 
and Safporifion from the Benefit of the Sealing Ordinances, and require their 
Appearance in Preſence of the Congregation to*® be rebuked before Re- 
Iattarion ; but the Weight of this is duly tobe pondered, and the Church- 
Judicatories and Members thereof are to conſider, whether the private Ad- 
monition of perſons alledged and found guilty of the above-Scandals, if not 
clothed with ſuch Circumſtances, or the bringing them to publick, will 
tend moſt to Edification, and proceed accordingly. y. 1 Lok 96 1 


2. But ordinarily in all ſuch Offences the Guilty for the firſt Fault would 
f be ſpoken to in private by the Miniſter' or an Elder, and admoniſhed, and 
= on Promiſe from a Senſe of Guilt to amend, they may ſiſt there. 
| | 3. But if the Perſon relapſe, he ſhould be called before the Seſſion, and 


4 


| if found guilty, may be there judicially rebuked, where the Seſſion on Pro- 
|| mie from a Que-Senfe of Sin to amend, may again'fiſt.' 
| 4. But if the perſon amend not after that, the Seſſion ſhould orderly 
| proceed, unleſs Repentance appear, and due Satisfaction be offered, till 
chey inflict the Cenſure of the leſſer Excommunication and Suſpehſion from 
1 the Benefit of the Sealing Ordinances, under which the cenſured are to lye 
il 21 Amendment and Reformation 185 
Wi 5. With Reſpett to Scandals, the Groſſneſs whereof makes it neceſſary 
i 20 bring the perſons oftner than once before the Congregation, the Rules 
| 0 40 preſcribed. 


. 


of the Church of Scotland. 35 
preſcribe4 by the Fourth Act of the General Aſſembly, Anno, Oue Thou- 
ſand Seven Hundred and Five are to be followed. e 

6. If the guilty perſons continue in this Condition, or lye under the 
: Cenſure of tie leſſer Excommunication a conſiderable Time, and yet be 
found frequently relapſing in theſe Vices the are cenſured: for, it may be 
conſtructed ſuch a' Degree of Contumacy, and ſo aggravate the Crime às 


to found a Proceſs of che Cenfure of the higher Excommunication, which 


is to be inflicted or not, as may tend moſt to the reclaiming of the guilty 
perſon, and Edification of the Church! U cf | 47 
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Concerning the Sin of Fornication, Adultery, and Scandilons 
c y d 
N Delations about the Sin of Uncicannefs, it falls frequently out, that 
when the Matter is put to the ſtricteſt Trial, all that can be proven is 
but Preſumptions of Guilt or Scandalous Behaviour, and» not the Act of 
Uncleanneſs, the ſame being a Work of Darkneſs; and therefore this 
mould oblige the Kirk-Seſſion to be very cautious how to admit the pub- 
licklentering a Proceſs without good Warrant, where there is not a Child in 
the Caſe, unleſs the Scandal be very flag rant... 
2. Many of theſe Actions which give Occaſion to the raiſing a Scandal of 
Uncleanneſs, are ſuch as are not themſelves alone publickly cenſurable, but 
to be paſt by with a private Rebuke or Admonitionu- . evonrging 2502 ** 
3. Vet ſome of theſe Actions which come under the Nameiof Scandalous 
Behaviour, may be ſo laſcivious and obſcene, and clothed with ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, as may be as offenſive as the Act of Uncleanneſs it ſelf, and 
as cbuſurabl e) nn INES 
4. If a married Woman whoſe Husband hath been nqttourly abſent for x 
conſiderable Time, beyond the ordinary Timꝭ that Women uſe to go with 


Child, be found with Child, this alſo may gite Ground toda Kirk-Seſſion 


for a Proceſs.againſt her; but in this Caſe judicatories would be prudent 
in conſidering well all Circumſtances, and whether or not the perſon hath 
been always of intire Fame before, as alſo how the publick Fame now 
runs 8 I Tis, 4 04 0 — 2640 0 SH 5 5 
F. When an unmarried Woman is known to be with Child, the fame 


gives Ground to a Kirk- Seſſion for a: Proceſs againſt; her, and after ſhe is 


cited before the Seſſion and appeareth, ſne is to be interrogate, who is the 
Father of that Child; and though in other Caſes, the divulging of a Secret 
may be very imprudent, and indeed the raiſing of a Scandal, yet in this Caſe 
where there ista Child; whereby there is an undeniable Scandal, and the 
keeping ſecret of the Father a 3 of greater Offence, and of ſuſpec- 
: | 2 | ing 


. 


38 The Form of Proceſs in the Judicatories 
ing many innocent perſons, if ſhediſcover not the Father, ſhe is to be look d 
upon as contumacious. 5 255 ob 
6.” Prudence may ſometime require, that the Perfon ſhe nameth to be the 
Father of the Child, be informed thereof, and fpoke to privately, and it 
he deny the ſame, he is ſeriouſly to be dealt with to confeſs; but if he ſtill 


deny, then the Seſſion is to cauſe cite him to appear before them. 


7. In this Proceſs when the delated Father compeareth. he is to be in- 
terrogate, and if he deny he is to be confronted with the Woman, and the 
Preſumptions as particularly held forth as poſſible, and all along there 
ſhould be private Treating with him in all Meekneſs, Charity and Seriouſ- 
neſs; anck if after alt this he deny, though the Woman's Feſtimony can be 
no ſufficient Evidence againſt him, yet pregnant Preſumptions, ſuch as ſuſ- 
picious frequenting her Company, or being ſolus cum ſola in Loco ſuſpecto, 
or in ſuſpected poſtures and ſuch like, which he cannot diſprove to the Satiſ- 
faction of the Seſſion, may fo lay the Guilt upon him, as to ſhew him, that 
chere appears no other Way of removing the Scandal, but his Appearance 
to be publickly rebuke therefor : If he will not ſubmit himſelf to be re- 
buked as above, it perhaps may be more for Edification that a true Narra- 
tive of the Caſe be laid before the Congregation, and Intimation given, that 
there can be no further Proceedure in that Matter, till God in his Providence 
give further! Light. and to ſiſt there at the Time, than that an Oath be preſt, 
and upon Refulal: proceed to the higher Excommunication; but if the 
Perſon! accaſed do offer his Oath of Purgation, and crave the Priviledge 
thereof, the Presbytery may (if they ſhall judge it for Edification and re- 


moving of the Scandal, ) allow the ſame which may be to this Purpoſe. [ 


« A. B. now under Proceſs before the Presbytery of - for the Sin of 
&. ..' ,, alledgedto/be committed by me with: C. D. and lying under 


be that grievous Slander, being reputed as one guilty of that Sin; I for 
ending ofothe {aid Proceſs, and giving Satisfaction to all good People, do. 
declare before Gd and this that I am innocent and free of the 
5 fajd Sin f or having Carnal Knowledge of the ſaid C D. and 
& hereby call the great God, the Judger and Avenger of all, Falſhood, to 


dende Witness and judge againſt menithis Matter if I be guilty 5: and this I 


* do by taking! his Bleſſed Name in: my Mouth; and. fwearing by him who 
is the great judge, Funiffier and Avenger as is ſaid, and that in the. Sin- 
«© cerity of my Heart according to the Truth ef the Matter and mine own 
% Conſcience, as I ſhall anſwer to God in the Laſt and Great Day, when 
„ ſhall ſtand before him to anſwer for all that I do in the Fleſh, and as I 
„ would partake of his Glory in Heaven after this Life is at an end. 

8. In taking this Oath for Furgation, all Tenderneſs and Caution is to be 
uſed; nor is the Seſſion ta pre ſs any Man thereto,” but they are to deal with 
him and his Conſeience, as in the Sight of God, and if he offer to give his 
Oath, the Judicatory. are to accept it or not as they ſhall fee Cauſe, and 
then to proceed to remove the Scaudal with the Advice of the Presbytery, 
as may be moſt to Edification: But this Oath is not to be taken in any Caſe 
dur this, when the Preſumptions are ſo great that they create ſuch Jealoulic 


a : 
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in that Congregation and Seſſion, that nothing will remove the Suſpicion 
but the Man's Oath of Purgation, and when his Oath will probably remove 
the Scandal and Suſpicion, in all other Caſes this Oath is in vain, and ſo 
ſhould not be admitted, and never but by Advice of the Presbytery.  _-/. 
9. This Oath for Purgation is to be taken either before the Kirk-Seſſion. 
or Presbytery, or the Congregation as the Presbytery ſhall determine; and 
if the Oath be taken before the Seſſion or Presbytery, it is to be intimated 
to the Congregation, that ſuch a Perſon hath taken ſuch an Oath; and the 
Party may be obliged to be preſent in the Congregation, and may be put 
publickly to own his Purging himſelf by Oath, and ſo be declared free from 
the alledged Seapgal, i % oily ot? 5d: oli ano Sev 
10. After an End is made as above with the delated Father, the Wo- 
man is to be dealt with to give the true Father, and if after all, erious 
Dealing and due Diligence ſhe give no other, ſhe is to be cenſured accor- 
ding to the. Quality of the; Offence confefs'd, by her, without Naming the 
rerion delated by her, the Judicatory: reſerving Place for further Cenſure; 
upon further Diſcovery- tA nr had a5 i LES. 
11. If the Woman who hath brought forth the Child, doth declare ſhe, 
knoweth not the Father, alledging ſhe was Forc'd, as in the Fields by a 
perſon unknown, or any the like Reaſon 5 in theſe Caſes great Prudence 
is to be us d, the former Behaviour of the Woman exactly ſearch d into, 
and ſhe feriouſly dealt with to be Ingenuous; and if ſhe hath been of en- 
tire Fame, ſhe may be put to it to declare the Truth, as if ſhe were upon 
Oath, but not without the Advice of the Presbytery,, and no formal Oath; 
ſhould be taken; and if the Woman confeſs.ſhe was not Forc d, but doth. 
not know. the Man, whether married or unmarried, the ſame Cenſure is to. 
be inflicted upon her, as in the Caſe of Adultery, |, i og 7 7, 
12, If a Perſon doth voluntarily confeſs Uncleanneſs, and if there be no 
Child, and the Caſe be brought to the Kirk-Seſſion, the Seſlion-is-to-enquire- 
what Preſumptions there are of the Truth of the Thing confeſsd; or 
what may have moved the Perſon to make that Confeſſion, whether it 
floweth from Diſquietneſs of Mind, or from ſiniſtrous Deſign? As when a 
Man ſuing to a Woman for Marriage is denied, and. for Reyenge,.or for 
to obtain his Deſire ſpreads the Report that he hath been Gullty with her ; 
they are to be dealt with according as the Preſumptions upon Search are 
found or not. z | $2: 1 3 ʒç Bag: 
13. If it be found that there is no Ground for the Confeſſion, and that it. 
is falſe, the Perſon confeſling is to be cenſur'd as defaming himſelf, and 
| likewiſe as a Slanderer of the other Party; and withal, Application is = 
de made by the Seſſion to the Civil Magiſtrate, . that he may be: puniſhed: 
according to Law. JJ. EEE. 
14. If there be need of Witneſſes, the Directions formerly mention'd: 
in Chapter Second are to be followed. — 
15. When Perſons guilty of Uncleanneſs live one in one Pariſh; and 
another in another Pariſh, the Procels, againſt them, and Er 
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be before the Seſſion of the Pariſh where the Woman liveth, or where the 
Scandal is nottour. SAY. 8 hn | 
16. If a Scandal of Uncleanneſs be committed where neither Party re- 
ſides, as if the Perſons. having their fixed Reſidenee in one Pariſh do com- 
mit Uncleanneſs in another Pariſn, or perhaps in the Fields, or in the 
Time of Fairs or Markets; in theſe Cafes, they are to be Froceſs'd and 
Cenſur'd where their ordinary Abode is, except the Place of their Abode 
be at a conſiderable Diſtance from the Place where the Sin was committed, 
and the Scandal be moſt flagrant where it was committee. 
%. When there is a Scandal of Uncleanneſs, whereof Perfons/ate guilty 
living in different Pariſhes, the Seſſion where the Sin was committed is to 
acquaint/the other Seſſions where any of the Perſons reſides, who! are cx 
Debitro to cauſe ſummon theſe Perſons to appear before that Seſſion where 
te Sandal to , mah BUR 0012 
18. When la Ferſon is convicted of Scandal by a Seſſion of another 
Congregation than his on, and the Cenſure of the leſſer .Excommunicati- 
on is inflicted, Foe, eee is to ſend an Account thereof to that Seſſion 
to which he belongs, bht there is no necd of any other Sentence of his 
own Seſſion to fix the Cenſure on him, but only a publick Intimation 
— , 0 THE ED ahh hips | 
19: When a n is cenſur'd and abſolv'd from his Scandal in ano- 
ther Congregation than where he lives, he is to bring a Teſtimonial of 


his Abſolution, which is to be intimated to e e he Iives in, 


if the Scandal be alſo flagrant there, otherways it wil be ſufficient to 
intimate the ſame to the Seſſion, and the ſame is to be done in the Cafe 
of the Profeſſion of Repentance, where there has been a Sentence of the 
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and. procure. Extracts thereof, and preſent the ſame to the next Meeting of 
the Presbytery thereafter; if there be a competent Time, at leaſt Ten 
Days free betwixt the Time of Appealing and the Meeting of the Pref 
bytery, and ſhould then inſiſt in the Appeal, wherein if the Appealant 
Fail, the Appeal %% facto falls and becomes Null; and the Appealant is v0 


* 
* # 
0" 


he held'as Contumacious, and proceeded againft'accordingly by the Rirk- 


Seſſion: - - 9 ä | 
2. When, an Appeal is brought from aKirk-Seffion to a Presbytery, the 
Presbyrery is to conſider, whether the Cauſe is of that Nature 3 as it be- 
hoved at length to come to the Presbytery by Courſe of ED e, be- 
fore the final Determination thereof, as if it be in a Proceſs of alled u 
Adultery or ſuch like, then the Presbytery to fave themſelves Time, 
may fall upon the Conſideration of the Affair, without inſiſting much up- 
on the bene or male Appellatum, though it ſeem to be prepoſterouſly 
8 appealed. ; , 2 4 | <: , 
3. But if the Cauſe be ſuch as the Kirk-Seſſion are the competent and 
| proper: Judges af, even to its ultimate Deciſion, and if there hath, been 
no Caule given by the Kirk-Seſſion, by their breaking the Rules of an or- 
derly Proceſs, either by the Courſe of the Proceſs, or by the Incompetency 
of the Cenſure, the Presbytery is not to ſuſtain the Appeal. l 
4. If tlie Presbytery do not ſuſtain the Appeal, and find there hath been 
ſome Fault, i Paſſion or culpable Miſtake: in the Appealaut, the Presbytery 
is to inflict ſome Cenſure, ſuch as a Reproof before the Presbytery, or ap- 
point an Acknowledging of their ns pens + their own Seffion or 
ſuch like, on theſe Appealers they find to have been malicious and litigi- 
ous, thereby to prevent unneceſſary Appeals; and that beſides remitting 
back to the Seſſion to ſtand either to the Cenſure of the Seſſion, if it be. 
— already, or to ſiſt themſebves, during 'the Proceſs if it be 
e e Pg NILES 
5. If the Appeal be ſuſtained, and yet upon proceeding on the Cauſe 
the Presbytery find the Appealant cenſurable, it is always to be minded, 
that Whatever Cenſure be inflicted to remove the Offence he hath given to 
the Presbytery, yet the Appeatant, if found guilty, is to undergo a Cenſure, 
either before the Kirk-Seflion or Congregation he belongs to, ſuch as the 
Presbytery thinks he deſerves, elſe: the Presbyteries will be always trou- 
bled with Appeals. Orc 3 M in „„ 
5. If on the other Hand on Trial of the Proceſs, the Presbytery find the 
Kirk-Seſſion hath unwarrantably proceeded, either in contributing to che 
raiſing of a Scandal, or inflicting the Cenſure without ſuſficient Cauſe, and 
thereby the Appealant leſed; the Presbytery is not only to aſſoilzy the 
Appealant, but to take ſuch ways as may be proper and effectual to vindi- 
cate the Appealant's Innocence, and wipe off the Scandal taken at him. 
7. Herein the Presbytery is to exerciſe great Prudence, doing juſtice 
to the Innocent, yet ſo, as not to weaken the Kirk-Seſſion's Authority in 
that Congregation, if in Juſtice it. can be avoided dt. 
8. But ſuch an Emergent may very well occaſion the Presbyteries givingithe 
Miniſters and Elders of that Seſſion ſuitable Enjunctions and Rules to 
walk OF» or private Admonitions, or to call for a Viſitation of their Seſſion- 
Regiſter. | | 7TTTCC((ͤ(ͤã²— > 
8 . The ſame Method is to be followed in Appeals from Pres by tor ies 
to Sy nods, and from Sy nods to Seneral Aſſemb lies. <a 
3997s 10. 'K 


40 The Form.of\ Proteſo in the Judibatories 


* * 


10. An Appeal being made by Parties, ſhould fiſt the Execution of the 
Sentence appealed from, only while the Appeal is duly and diligently pro- 
ſecuted, and may thereby be determined, otherwiſe not, unleſs the judi- 
catory appealed to, receive the Appean and take the Affair before them; 
and in Kat Cafe, the Judicatory appealed from is to ſiſt until the, Ap- 
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Concerning Proceſſes," which natively begin at the Rirk-S eſſeon, 
Hut are not to be brought to a final Determination by them. 


2 


Here are ſome Proceſſes which natively begin at the Kirk-Seſſion, 
"A Which, for the Attrocity of the Scandal, or Difficulty in the Affair 
Or general Concern, the Seſſion having the Opportunity of frequent 
Meetings of the Presdytery to have Recourſe unto, do not determine of 
of themſelves ſuch as Scandals: of Inceſt, Adultery, Trilaps in Fornication, 
Murder, Atheiſm, Idolatry, Witchcraft, Charming, and Hereſie and Error 
vented and made publick by any in the Congregation; Schiſm and Separation 
from the publick Ordinances, Proceſſes in order to the higheſt Cenſures 
of the Church and continued Contumacy : But the Kirk-Seſſion having re- 
-cetv'd Information of ſuch groſs Scandals, they are to weigh the ſame ac- 


_ cording to the Rules and Directions ꝓreſcribd them in Proceſſes which 


belong to their -peculiar Province; and if they find good Ground for a 
Proceſs, they are to! deal with the Perſon: accuſed, to confeſs that which 
now cannot be hid nor amended till Satisfaction be made to the Church, 
Which when done, the Seſſion is to refer the Caſe, and ſend an Extract 
of their Procedure thereanent to the Presbytery. 9910 


2. When there is no Confeſſion of the Scandals above-mention'd, the 


Seſſion are not to proceed to lead Probation by Witneſſes or Preſumptions, till 
an Account of the Matter be brought by Referrence to the Presbytery, 
as:aforeſaid, and the Presbytery do thereupon appoint the Seſſion to pro- 
ceed and lead Probation: And after Probation is led, the ſame is to be 
brought to the Presbytery, who may inflict what Cenſure they ſee 
—_— 05. ĩ˙0( L0G | | AR. 

3. Sometimes it will fall out that the Proceſs is ſo clear, as in a Caſe 
of judicial Confeſſion, that the Kirk-Seſſion may ſummon the Delinquent, 
avhen before them ah Acta, to compear before tlie Presbytery without 
-previous acquainting them thereof, but where there is any Difficulty, 
the Kirk-Seſſion ſhould inform the Presbytery and take their Advice before 
a Party be ſummoned before them. | $3433 

4. When the Party or Parties compear before the Presbytery, if they con- 
ſeſs and profeſs Repentance for their Sin, then the presbytery- dern 
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3 of "the Church of Scotland. „„ 
| of gravely Yebuked, - and: ſeriouſly exhorted the Party or Parties, are to de- 
| termine the Cenſure, and preſcribe the Time and Place of the parties their | 
profeſſion of Repentance publikly in the Church of chat Congregation 3 
where the Proceſs began, the Scandal being there to be taken away,” or ” 


remit them to the Seffion to receive Orders thereanent;s os wo 2m 221 
F. It is thought more fit that the Delinquents be appointed to remove 
the Scandal in the Congregation, - where the "Offence is moſt flagrant} 
eſpecially if they reſide there; rather than in the Place where it was com- 
mitted if it be not publick there, and that the Intimation of the Remoy- 
ing thereof be made in other Places, if the judicatory ſhalb nd it 
ncedful. 1 men, o Jo fil s fi, i x 
6. When Perſons cenſur'd for theſe groſſer Scandals do apply to the Kirk- 
Seſſion for Relaxation, they may both be privately confer'd with, and like- 
wiſe their Acknowledgements heard before the Seſſion; but they ought not 
to be brought before the Congregation in order to their Abſolution, nor 
abſolved but by Advice and Order of the Presbyter 7 © 2 
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Concerning Proceſſes againſt Miniſters. © 
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* LL proceſſes againſt any Miniſter, are to begin before the Preſ- 
"A bytery to which he belongeth, and not before the Kirk-Scſlion of his 
Pariſh) to 217 -6 dt e,519 419 ni giealhnes Ht SroEn zo, 


cenſurd ::: 


negligently enquir'd into, or when found evident, ought to «be ſlightly 
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3. And betauſe a Scandal committed by a Miniſter, hathon theſe Ace 
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careful, firſt to enquire into the Riſe, Occaſion, Brotchers and Grounds of 
this Fama clamoſa. | 

4. All Chriſtians ought to be fo prudent and wary in accuſing Miniſters 
of any cenſurable Fault, as that they ought neither to publiſh nor ſpread - 
the ſame, nor accuſe the Miniſter before the Presbytery, without firſt 
acquainting the Miniſter himſelf, if they can have Acceſs thereto; and 
then, if need be, ſome of the moſt prudent of the Miniſters and Elders 
of that Presbytery, and their Advice got in the Affair. 
5. If there ſhall be Ground found to enter in a Procefs againſt a Mini- 
ſer; the Presbytery ſhould firſt conſider the Libel, then order him to be 
cited, and to get a full Copy, with. a Liſt of the Wit neſſes Names to be 
led for proving thereof, a formal Citation in Writing is to be made, 
either Perſonally, or at his dwelling Houſe, bearing a competent Time al- 
low'd to give in Anſwers-to: the Libel, and his juſt Defences and Objections 
againſt Witneſſes, at leaſt Ten free Days before the Day of Compearance, 
and the Citation ſhould bear the Date when given, and the Names of the 
Witneſſes to the giving thereof; and the Execution bearing its Date, with 
the Names and Deſignations of the Witneſſes ſhould be made in Writing, 
and Sign'd by the Officiar and Witneſſes z, which being accordingly return'd, 
he is to be called, and if he compear, the Libel is to be read unto him, 
and he is to be „ l has any Anſwers to give in to the Libel, that 
they may be read and confider'd in order to the Diſcuſſiag of the Re- 
levancy, and if the Presbytery find the ſame, and that there is Cauſe to 
inſiſt, they are to endeavour to bring him to a Confeſſion, whereby he 
may moſt: glorifie: Gd; and if he confeſs, and the Matter confeſs'd be of 

a ſcandalous Nature, cenſurable in others, ſuch as the Sin of Uncleanneſs, 

ſome other grafFSeandal; the Presbytery (Whatever be the Nature of 
* though tol the Conviction of all) are Inſtanter to depoſe 
Rim ab Officze,, and to appoint him in due Time to appear before the Con- 
gregation where the Scandal was given, and in his on Pariſn for removing 
the Offence, by the publick Profeſſion of his Repentancde. 

6. It a Miniſter be accuſed of any Scandal, and cited to appear before 
his own, Presbytery, and do abſent hitnſelb-by: leaving the Place, and be 
Contumacious without making any relevant Excuſe after a new publick Ci- 
tation and Intimation made at his own Church when the Congregation is 
met, he is to be holden as confeſs'd, and to be depos d and cenſur'd Inſt an- 
ter with the leſſer Ex communication: But if after ſome Time he do not 
return and ſubject himſelf to the Cenſures of the Church, he may be pro- 
ceeded agaiaft till he be cenfur'd with the greater Excommunication, if the 
Judicatory ſee Cauſe for it. r Sp 9s 15 

.7 It the Miniſter accus'd do appear and deny the Fact after the Rele- 
vancy is found; the Presbytery proceeding to Probation; and to find 
the Truth of the Matter, all the Circumſtances are to be exactly canvaſſed, 
and the Accuſed heard to object againſt the Witneſſes: As alfo he ſhould 
de allow'd to be preſent at the Examination, and modeſtly to croſs Inter- 
rogate, and then the Reputation of the Witneſſes aud their Hability duly 

| . regarded, 


of the Church of Scotland; © 43 
regarded, and the Examinations conſider d. If after Conſideration of all 
theſe, the judicatory ſhall find the Scandal ſufficiently proven, they are 
- 8 to cenſure as advis'd in the Caſe of Confeſſion in Paragraph 
tne D - : + THF | #4 
8. If the Matter laid to the Miniſter's Charge he ſuch Practices, as in 
their own Nature manifeſtly ſubvert that Order, Unity and Peace which 
Chriſt hath eftabliſh'd in his Church, or Unſoundneſs and Heterodoxy in 
Doctrine, then great Caution would be uſed, and the Knowledge and Under- 
ſtanding of Witneſſes much look'd unto; and withal, if the Errors be not 
roſs and ſtricking at the Vitals of Religion, or if they be not pertinaciouſly 
Fuck unto, or induſtriouſly ſpread with a viſible Deſign to corrupt, or that 
the Errors are not ſpreading among the People; then Lenitives, Admoni- 
tions, Inſtructions and frequent Conferences gf e to be try'd to reclaim 
without cutting off, and the Advice of other Presbyteries ſought; and 
unleſs the Thing be doing much hurt, ſo as it admits of no delay, the Sy- 
nod or General Aſſembly may be advis'd with in that Affair, and the ſame 
intimate to the Miniſter concern'd. Lo ITT ROO = 
9. If the Libel and Complaigt brought againſt a Miniſter, be a multi- 
tude of ſmaller Things laid together, as ſeveral Acts of Negligence, or 
other unſuitable Actions, the Presbytery in proceeding therein, are to 
make a Presbyterial Viſitation of that Pariſh to which the Miniſter belongs, 
and at the ſaid. Viſitation, are firſt to ſee if any of theſe Things now laid 
to the Miniſter's Charge, were committed prior to the laſt Presbyterial 
Viſitation of that Pariſh, and whether ts laid to his Charge, 
and if they were not, it would be try'd, how they come to be laid to his 
Charge now. | 244 6 oe ir orc,” 
10. If the Presbytery find theſe Things laid to his Charge, to be com- 
mitted ſince the laſt Viſitation, or find a ſatisfying Reaſon wherefore they 
were not then tabled, they are to enquire what Biligence hath, been uſed 
in acquainting the Miniſter with the Offence taken at [theſe Things when 
firſt committed by. him, and how far the Miniſter hath been, guilty of ; giv- 
ing Offence, after he knew Offence to be taken. 
11. It would likewiſe in this Caſe be enquired, whether any, of the Com- 
plainers did firſt in a prudent private Way inform any of the neighbour 
Miniſters of ſome of theſe Things committed by their Miniſter, who is 
now challenged, before theſe Offences came to be ſo many, as te merit 
a publick and ſolemn Tryal, and accotdingly the Presbytery is'to- judge. 
12. If the Presbytery find upon Tryal, the Complaint to reſolve on the 
Miniſter's having committed ſuch Acts of Infirmity or Paſſion, as conſider- 
ing all the Circumſtances may be either amended, and the People ſatisfied, 
and no ſuch Offence taken, or at leaſt not to remain ſo as torhinder the 
Miniſter's Profiting the People, and that the Offence was taken by the 
Miniſter's own People only or mainly: Then the Presbytery is to take all 
prudent Ways to ſatisſie and reclaim both Miniſter aud Feople, and do 
away the Offence. nds e eee e 1 
1 Gr 2 13. But 
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in order to the greater Ex communication. 


13. But before a Miniſter e can be re- 
ſtored to the Exerciſe of the Miniſtry, there would net only be convincing 
Evidences of a deep Sorrow for Sin, but an eminent and exemplary hum- 
ble Walk, and edifying Converſation ſo apparent and convincing, as hath 
worn out and heara the Wound the Scafidalipave, 77 oY 
14 Immediately on the Miniſter's being depos'd' by the Presbytery, 
the Sentence is to be intimate in his Congregation, the Church declared 
Vacant, the Planting thereof with another Miniſter haſtened, and never 
delayed on the Expectation of his being Repon'd, it being almoſt impoſ- 
ſible, that ever he can prove uſeful in. that Pariſh: again. 
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en. 
Concerning Proceſſes in order to the Ceuſure of the greater 


Ince there is a Diſtinction between the greater and the leſſer Excom- 
munication, it ſeems that whatever have been the Cauſes of the firft 
Proceſs, yet ordinarily all Proceſſes that are in order to the greater Ex- 
communication are to be grounded on manifeſt Contumacy, or obſtinate 
Continuance in Scandalous Practices, and where there is no manifeſt Con- 
tumacy or Continuance as aforeſaid, the leſſer Excommunication needs only 
have place; yet in ſome extraordinary. Caſes the Church according to 
Scripture-Warrant hath ſammarily excommunicated perſons gnilty of not- 
tour, attrocious, feandalous Sins, to ſhew the Churches Abhorrence of fiich 
Wickedneſs. 5 910 L246 eee zl 139 G3. 916 1 8 . ; 1 „ S199 
2. Even where there hath been a Scandal delated, and Contumacy fol- 


P 1 


towing by not appearing, it would be conſidered, whether any Scandalous 


Practice hath been proven or not, if not proven, then only the ſimple 
Contumacy is to be proceeded againſt, for which it were hard to go a great- 
of Length than the leſſer Excommmnicatiobwnn ee 

3. If the Scandal hath been proven, and the Cenſure of the leſſer 
Excommunication intimated as in Chapter Fhird; it ſeems moſt reaſonabte 
that there be no further Proceeding, unleſs the Scandal be groſs, or of an 
hainious Nature, or that it is ſpreading and infections, as in Hereſres or 


Schiſm in the Church: In which Caſes Contumacy is to be proceeded againſt 


4. The Kirk-Seſſion having brought the Proceſs to an Intimation of the 
Cenſure of the leſſer Excommunication, before they inflict the ſame, they 
are to refer the Affair to the Presbytery, bringing their whole Proceedings 
before the Fresbytery in Writing, that the Presbytery may thereby have a 
clear and full View of the whole Affair. | 1 


5. The 


of the Church of Scotland. L FL 425 
5. The Presbytery finding the Kirk - Seſſton hath orderly proceeded; und 
that the leſſer Excommunication is not ſufficient, and that the Affair is ſo 
weighty as to oblige them to enter on the Proceſs, they are to cauſe their 
Officiar to cite the Scandalous Perſon; n. E 
6. If the Party appear, then the Presbytery is.to:procced in the Enquiry 
at the Accuſed about the Scandal Alledged and Lybelled, and if he deny itz 
then they are to proceed and lead Probation as in other Caſes 
7. But if the Party appear not, but contemn the Citation, the Presby- 
tery cauſeth renew the ſame, until he hath got Three Citations, and after 
the Three Citations, he is to be cid the Pulpit: And for the fur- 
ther- Convig ion of all concerned, Intimation is to be made, that the fudi> 
catory will proceed and enquire into the Preſumptions or Probation of the 
Guilt, and this is to be done although the Delinquent be abſent. 85 
8. Then the Presbytery is to order the Miniſter of the Congregation 
next Sabbath after Forenoon's Sermon, to acquaint the Congregation - 
what Proceedings the Kirk-Seſſion firſt; and thereafter the Presbytery had 
made in the Affair, and how contumacious the Party was, and that the 
Presbytery intended to proceed to the higheſt Cenſure; and the Miniſter 
is gravely to admoniſh the Party (if preſent) to repent and ſubmit himſelf 
to the Diſcipline of the Church, threatning him if he continue. impenitent 
that the Church will proceed; yea, though he be abſent, the Miniſter is to - 
acquaint the People, that the Church requires him to repent and ſubmit 
as above- ſaid, under the aforeſaid Certiſicat io 
9. There ſhould be three publick Admonitions, and a Presbytery ſhould 
intervene betwixt each Admonition : And if after all, that Perſon continus 
Impenitent or Contumacious, the ſame is to be repreſented to the Presby- 
tery, who are thereupon to appoint publick Prayers thrice to be made, in 
which the Miniſter is to exhort the Congregation ſeriouſſy to join with him 
in Prayer for the ſcandalous, impenitent or contumacious Per ſon, which he 
is ſolemnly to put up to God, humbly. begging that he would deal with the 
Soul of the Impenitent, and convince him of the Evil of his Ways. 
To. Theſe publick Prayers of the Church are to be put up three ſeveral * 
Sabbath Days, a Presbytery (where its Meetings are more frequent once a 
a Month at leaſt) interveneing betwixt each publick Prayer, both to ſhew _ 
the Churches Tenderneſs towards their lapſed' Brother, their Earneſtneſs to 
have him reclain'd, and likewife to-create a greater Regard and Terror of 
that dreadful Cenſure, both im the Party, and in all the People. vs 
11. If after all, the ſcandalous Perſon makes no: Application, but conti- 
nue impenirent, the Presbytery after Prayer is to paſs Sentence, and 5 a 
point a Miniſter to intimate the ſame, and to ſnew the Presby teries Re * 
lution to proceed upon ſuch a Sabbath as they ſhall Name, for pronouncing 
that dreadful Sentence ſolemnly in Face of the Congregation, unleſs either the 
Party or ſome for him ſignifie ſome relevant Ground to ſtop their Procedure. 
12, That Day being come, it were fit the Miniſter did Preach a Ser- 
mou ſuited to that ſolemn Occaſion, or at leaſt after Sermon, the Miniſter 
ſhould ſhew the Congregation what he is going about, introducing the 


Narrative 


* 
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Narrative of the Proceſs with a'Diſcourſe.concerning the Nature, Uſe and 
End of Church-Cenſares, particularly that of the greater Excommunica- 
tion, if he hath not done it fully in his Sermon. | 
13. Then narrating all the Steps of the Proceſs in order, ſhewing the 
Churches Faithfulneſs and Tenderfeſs towards the ſcandalous Perſon, and 
declaring his obſtinate Impenitency; and that now after all other means 
were uſed, there remain'd only that of cutting off the ſcandalous Perſon 
from the Society of the Faithful, and intimating the Churches Warrand 
and Order to him ſo to:do. 1 oo | 3 55 
i Andibefore the Miniſter pronounce the Sentence, he is to Pray, and 
defite all;the/Gongregatiba to join with him therein, that God would grant 
Repentance to the obſtinate Perſon, would graciouſly. bleſs his own- Ordi- 
nance, and make the Cenſure effectual, both to edifie others and to be a 
means to reclaim the obſtinate Sinner. | 1 
15, Then after Prayer, the Miniſter is with great Gravity and Autho- 
ricy to pronounce the Cenſure, ſhewing his Warrand from our Lord's Com- 
mand, and the. Apoſtle Pans Direction, and recapitulating the Presbyte- 
ries Warrand in Obedience theretb, and reſuming the ſcandalous and ob- 
ſtinate Perſbn's Behaviour, whom he is to Name; he therefore in the 
Name and Authority of our Lord and Maſter jeſus Chriſt, doth in verbis de 
preſent; pronounce and declare him r her excommunicated and ſhut out 
from the Cammunion of the Faithful, debarring that Perſon from their 
Priviledges, and in the Words ab the Apoſtle, delivering that Perſon over 
to Satan, lich Sentence is to be intimate according to the Nineth Act 
of the Aſſembly, Anno 1704 4. FT I TION 
- #6. If after Prayer, or before the Cenſure be pronounc'd, the ſcandalous 
Perſon do make any publick Signification of his Repentance, and of his 
Daſire to chaye the Cenſure ſtop d, the) Miniſter upon apparent Seriouſneſs 
in the ſcandalous Perſon, which he ſheweth to the Congregation, may 
cherenpou delay pronouncing the Sentence, till he report to the Presby- 
tery at their nect Meeting, Who are then to deal with the ſcandalous Per- 
— % ̃⅛—0 .A. ERA = 
17. After 2the-Pronounciation of this Sentence, the People are to be 
warts, tbat they hold that Perſon ito be caſt out of the Communion of 
che Church, and that-they ſhun all unncceflary Converſe with him or her; 
nevertheleſs Excommunication diſſolveth not the Bonds of civil or natural 


- 


Rclations, nor exempts from the Duties belonging to them. 


— 


1.8. Although it' be the Duty of Paſtors and Ruling Elders to uſe all 


Diligence and Wigilance, both by Doctrine and Diſcipline reſpectively for 
preventing! and fur ging out ſuch Errors, Hereſies, Schiſins and Scandal as 
tend to the Detriment and Diſturbance of the Church; yet becauſe it may 
fall out through the Pride and Stubbornneſs of Offenders, that theſe Means 
alone will not be effectual to that Purpoſe, it is therefore neceſſary after 
all this to employ the Aid of the Civil Magiſtrate, who ought to uſe his 
coercive Power tor the Suppreſſing of all ſuch Offences, and Vindicating 
che Diſcipliae of the Church from Contempt. | | 
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Concerning the Order of proceeding to Abſolution. | 
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F after Excommunication, the Signs of Repentance appear in the ex- 
communicated Perſon, ſuch as godly-Sorrow, for having incurr'd God's 
heavy Diſpleaſure by his Sin, gecaſion'd Grieff to his Brethren, and juſtly 
provok'd the Church to caſt him out of che COmumon, | together with 
a full Purpoſe of Heart to turn from his Sin unte Gad through Chriſt, 

and reform his Life and Converſation; with an humhle Deſire of recoverin 
Peace with God and his People, and to be reſtor'd to the. Favour of God 
and Light of his Countenance, through the Blood of Jeluis Chriſt, and to 
the Communion of the Church; and the Pregbytery u on his Application 
be ſatisfied therewith, and judge that He ght tö be'dbPolvedz And chere- 
upon gire Warrand for his Abſolution's He is to be brought” before the 
Congregation, and there alſo to make free Confeſſion of his Sin and Sor- 
row for it, to call upon God for Merey in Chriſt, to ſeek to he reſtor'd to 
the Communion of the Church, promiſing to God through Grace, new Obe 
dience, and more holy and circumſpect Walking as becomes the Goſpel, 
and that this Appearance before the Congrepation; be as often as'Chnrch= 
Judicatories ſhall find may be for the Edifica tion and Tryal of the profeſing 
Penitent's Sincerity; 900 Ong ſatisfied in this, then the Miniſter a 
Congregation. are to praiſe God, who delighteth not in the Death of a 
Sinner, but rather that he ſhould Repent aud Live; as alfo'for bleſſidg 
the Ordinanee of Excommunication, and making it effectuał by His Spirit 
to the Recovering of this Offender. to maßniffe the Mercy of God through 
Jeſus Chriſt in pardoning and receiving to his Favour the moſt grievous 
Offenders, whenſoever they unfeignedly Repent and forſake their Sins. 
But before the Miniſter proceed to Abſolution, he is to pray with the 
Congregation to this Effect, „That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Prophet, 
“% Prieſt and King of his Church, who with, the Preaching of the Goſpel 
« hath join'd the Power to bind and looſe the Sins of Men, who hath alſo 
« declar'd, that whatfoever by his Miniſters is bound on Earth, ſhall be 
„ bound in Heaven; and alſo that whatſoever is looſed by the ſame, ſhall 
e be looſed and abſolved in Heaven; would mercifully accept his Creature 
© N. whom Satan of long Time hath holden in Bondage, fo that he nor 
ce only drew him to Iniquity, but alſo fo hardned his Heart, that he diſpi- 
« fed all Admonitioas, for the which his Sin and Contempt, the Church 
« was compelled to excommunicate him from the Society of the 
« Faithful: Fut now ſeeing the holy Spirit by his Grace hath ſo prevail d, 
<« that he is returned and profeſſeth Repentance toward God, and Faith 
« toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, That it may pleaſe God by his Spirit ang 
« Grace to make him a ſincere and unfeigned Penitent, and for the Obedi- 
ence 
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« ence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto Death, ſo to accept of this poor beliey- 
«ing and returning Sinner, that his former Difobedience” be never laid to 
* his Charge, and that he » 3 ys aſe. in, all ,Godlineſs, ſo that Satan in 
ce the end may be trodden u feet by the Power of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


4 


* 


4 


and God may be glorified, the Church ediſied, and the Peniteat ſaved 
e in the W nchen 


2. Then ſhall follow the Sentence of Abſolution in theſe or the like 
Words: “ Whereas thou NN. haft for thy Sin been ſhut out from the Com- 
4 munion of the faithful, and haſt now. manifeſted thy Repentance wherein 
9 che Church reſteth ſatisfied, I in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, before 
e this Congregation. pronounce and declarethee abſolved from the Sentance 


- 
+ 


ce of Excommunication formerly denounced againſt thee, and do receive 


e thee to the Communion of the Church, and the free Uſe of all the Or- 
'& dinances of Chriſt, that thou mayeſt be Partaker of all his Benefits to 


1 
* 
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OR the better underſtanding of the Forms of the Queen's Com- 
miſſion to Her Commiſſioner to the General Aſſembly, Her Letter 
. to them, and of their Anſwers; and Addreſſes to Her, we have an- 
nex d Copies of each of them; as alſo a Liſt of the ſeveral Commiſlioners 
and Moderators to the General Aſſembly ſince the Revolution. 
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be Queen's Commiſſion to David Earl f, Glaſgow. 
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t NN A Dei Gratia, Magnæ Britanniæ, Francia. & Hibernie Regina, 


15 Fideique Defenſor, Omnibus Probis Hominibus; ad quos præſentes 


c Literæ Noſtræ pervenerint, Salutem, Quandoquidem EX Decret o Noſtro, 


0 Generalis Eccleſiæ Conventus Antiqui-Regai : Noſtri Scotia, in Octavum 
„Diem Menſis Aprilis proxime futuri convenire ordinatur : Noſque autem 
e abunde cupidæ, quin etiam neceſſarium eſſe judicantes in Commodum dictæ 
« Eccleſiæ, ut idem Generalis Eccleſiæ Conventus Die ſtatuto debite ob- 
e ſeryctur ; {ed Rebus magni Momenti nos alio vocantibus, dicto Conven- 
<« tul intereſſe nequimus; & per multa Teſtimonia nobis abunde ſatisfactum 


© ſit de Fidelitate & Sufficientia Fideliſſimi & Dilectiſſimi Noſtri Conſan- 


„ guinei & Conſiliarii Davzdis Comitis de Claſgom, Noſtri Theſaurarii Depu- 
tati dicti Regni Noſtri, quod ad Muncra ſummi Officii infra fpecifcati, 
5 | rite 


- an * * 
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« rite exercenda & obeunda uſquequaque ſit inſtructus & idoneus. Nove- 
© ritis igitur, nos Nominaſſe & Conſtituiſſe, ſicuti, nos tenore preſentium 
“ Nominamus & conſtituimus eundem Davidem Comitem de Glalpow ſupre 
„ mum noſtrum Cemmiſſionarium quo. ad effectum ' infra) expreſſum, Damir 
4 pariter & Concedimus illi pl eniſſimam noſtram Poteſtatem Commiſſionem 
& Warrantum,noſtram Perſonam & Authoritatem noſtram Regalem re- 
„ preſeatandi, Præſentiam noſtram Supplendi, Locumque noſtrum in dicto 
% ſubſequenti Generali Conventu, tanquam Commiſſionario noſtro in hunc 
Effectum ſpecialiter conſtituto, Tenendi; omniaque alla ad Imperium & 
„ Munus Commiſſionarii-pro Generali Eccleſiz> Conventu peragendi, tam 
i plene adeoque libere ino quovis Reſpectu, quam quilibet allus ejuſdem 
< ſummi Muneris fecerat, ſeu quovis tempore retro acto facere potuerat, . 
atque Nos Ipſæ perſonaliter præſentes facere potuerimus, Que quidem 
„omnia & ſingula a dito Davide Comite de Glaſgow in 2 — 
4 miſſione proſequenda, legitime facienda nos firmiter Approbamus, Rata - 
<.-habemus& habituræ ſumus; Ommibus'& ſingulis inſuper antediatiConven- 
4 tus & Eccleſiæ Paſtoribus & Presbyteris, cteriſque, quibuſcunque hujus 
©< Regni noſtri Subditis, cujuſcunque Ordinis ſea Qualitatis, ut dictum Davi- 
'© dem Comitem de Glaſgom, tanquam ſupremum. noſtrum Commiſſionarium 
& quoad effectum & modum ſupra; mentionatum agnoſcant, revereantur & 
{© dicto ipſius aud ĩentes ſe præbeant, ſtricte Mandamus & Imperamus: Er 
& denique hanc noſtram Commiſſionem a die quo magnum Sigillum hujus 
© Regni noſtri- præſentibus eſt appenſum, ac denique ac ſequenti Seſſione 
& dicti Generalis Conventus in Vigore continuare declaramus, & uſque dum 
& A nobis revocabitur & exonerabitur.. In cujus rei Teſtimonium preſentibus + 
© magnum Sigillum noſtrum appendi mandavimus, apud Aulam noſtram de 
« Kenſington; quinto die Menſis Martii, Anno Domino Milleſſimo Septin- 
_ ©: genteſinto Septimo, & Anno Regni noſtri, Gin e 617 vn 
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Her Majeſty's Gracious Letter to the General Aſſembly, 
| "a 5 eadem Seſſione. N fins 5 


E R Majeſty's High Commiſſioner preſented the Queen's moſt Gracious 
[ ; Letter directed to this General Aſſembly which was 3 read 
with all due Honour and Reſpect, and is appointed to be recorded in- the 
Regiſters of this Aſſembly. The Tenor whereof follows. s. 


» 


— 


IGH T Reverend and Well- beloved, we greet you well; your prudent 

and calm Management in former Aſſemblies, gives us full Confidence 
that you will continue to uſe the ſame Moderation, good Conduct and Unani- 
mity in your Proceedings in this; and we doubt not but the particular Care 
we have taken that the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government of 
your Church, ſhould have as firma Security as humane Laws can eſtabliſh, 
mall have all ſuitable Returns of Duty and Thankfulneſs from you. We 
take this Opportunity of renew ing to you our Aſſurances that you ſhall 
have our Protection in the free Enjoyment of all the Rights and Privi- 
ledges. that by Law you are poſſeſſed of; and you may be alſo firinly: per- 
ſwaded that you ſhall always have our chearful Concurrence in promotin 
true Piety and Religion diſcouraging Profaneneſs and Immorality, an 
preventing the Groytwof Popery. And for theſe. Ends we recommend to 
you to fall upon effectual Methods for planting of vacant Churches with 
pious and learned Miniſtgrs. We have appointed our Right: Truſty and 
Well-beloved Couſin and Counſellor David Earl of Glaſgow our Theſaurer 
Depute to repreſent our Royal Perſanumithis Aſſembly, whoſe Abilities to 
diſcharge this Truſt, with his topmer2good Scrvices therein, will, we doubt 
not, make him acceptable to you ; Mg Ve fully inſtruted him in what 
may be further neceſſary ; andtherefare_ you may give him iatire Truſt 
and Credit. So we bid you heartily farewel. | 
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By Her AMajeſi ys Command, 
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The General Aſſembly's Anſwer to the : Queen s. Gracious. : 


Edinburgh the Tenth of April, 1707. Self. 3. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, | 


HERE is Nothing next to the Divine Approbation, can he more 

deſireable and dear to us than your Majeſty's Satisfaction with all our 
Meetings aud Proceedings. The particular Care your Majeſty hath taken 
for the Sccurity of the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government of 
this Church, we do acknowledge with all Thankfulneſs to God and your 
Majeſty, and ſhall endeavour both for our ſelves and all under our Charge, 
that your Majeſty may have all ſuitable Returns of Loyalty and Obedience 
that become good and affectionate Subjects. The conſtant renewed Aſſu- 
rances that your Majeſty is pleaſed to give us of your Protection in the 
free Enjoyment of all the Rights and Priviledges that by Law we are poſ- 
ſeſt of, are to us moſt acceptable, and lay us under all the Obligations of 
Duty and Gratitude to your Majeſty whereof we are capable; your Ma- 
jeſty is further pleaſed to promiſe us your chearful Concurrence in pro- 
moting true Piety and Religion, diſcouraging{ Profaneneſs and Immorality, 
and preventing the Growth of Popery ; for which we bleſs Gad that hath 
put and kept the ſame 10 fixedly in your Royal Heart, aud we for dur Part 
ſhall endeavour, through God's Aſſiſtance, not to be wanting to auſwer ſo 
great an Encouragement, as being perſwaded that your. Majeſty's giving 
Life to a vigorous Execution of the many good Laws already made ior 
theſe Purpoſes, would, through the Bleſſing of God effectually advance this 
Work to his own Glory, the Good of this Church, and the perpetual 
Honour of your Majeſty's Reign, for which Cauſe we fhall alſo be oÞſe: vant 
to our Power of your Majeſty's-Royal Recommendation to us to fall upon 
all Methods proper for planting of vacant Churches with pious and learned 
Miniſters. 

The Choice your Majeſty hath been pleafed to make in appointing the 
Earl of Glaſgow to Repreſent your Majeſty in this Aſſembly, a Perſon of 
ſuch unqueſtionable Suſficiency, and ſuch Ready Faithfolneſs and Zeal for 
your Majeſty's Service, and of ſuch approven good Affection to the pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhment, is moſt acceptable unto us, and a ſingular Proof of your 
Majeſty's Royal Regard to all our Concerns ; And doth therefore oblige us 
to give him that Truſt and Credit which your Majeſty requires. That 
God may preſerve your Majeſty as a laiting Bleſſing to your People, and an 
eminent Inſtrument for the Defence and Safety of the Reformed Churches 

at Home and Abroad, that as God hath Ty bleſſed your Majeſty's Arm 


82 The Form of Proceſs in the Tudicatories 8 
with wonderful Succeſs, he may ſtill proſper your Forces and theſe of your 
Allies by Sea and Land againſt the common Enemy, that your Majeſty may 
be the Reſtorer of the Peace of Europe, and of the Liberty of the Pro- 
teſtant Churches abroad, and that after a long and happy Reign over peace- 
able and loving Subjects, your Majeſty may be poſſeſſed of Immortal Glory, 
is and ſhall be the fervent Prayer of, | 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, | 


Tour Majefty's\ moſt Faithful, moſt 
Obedient and moſt Humble Subjetts, 


The Miniſters and Elders met in this 
... 1. National Aſſembly of the Church of 
JJ ͤ ·¹· A 75 


Signed in our Preſence, in our Name, 
and at our Appoint ment, By 


+108 208 vt Stirling, Moderator. 
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To the Queens moſt Excellent Majeſty; 


The Humble Addreſs of the Miniſters and Elders of the 
General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. : 


At Edinburgh the One and Twentieth of April, Seſſ. ult. 


May it pleuſe your Maj eſiy, 2 55 ; 
WW Hen we conſider the many and great Advantages that we enjoy un- 
der your: Majeſty's happy Government, we look upon our ſelves as 
oblig'd in the Concluſion of this our Meeting, to renew theſe ſincere Ac- 
knowledgements of them, which, we did with all Humility lay before 
your Majeſty when we came firſt together, We cannot without the 
deepeſt Senſe of Gratitude call to mind the tender and affectionate Care 
which your Majeſty hath expreſs'd towards us in this Juncture; for in your 
Royal Goodneſs you have not only honour'd us with a Repreſentative en- 
tirely and deſervedly acceptable to us, whoſe prudent and obliging Ma- 
nagement upon this Occaſion hath juſtly encreaſed our Eſteem af ls and 
Confidence 


\ 


F the Church of Scotland. 8 


Confidence in him: But your Majeſty ha th alſo been concern'd to preſerve 
Chriſtian Unity and Harmony amongſt us, by manifeſting a pioùs Care 
not to ſtreighten us in any Thing wherein your Majeſty did judge our Prin- 


ciples were concern'd. We have ſuch grateful Impreſſions of this y ur Ma- 
jeſty's wiſe and tender Management, as will net onlylinfluence our ſelves to a 
firm and ſteady Loyalty, but put us upon uſing our utmoſt Endeavours, in our 
Stations, to maintain and promote it amongſt all in whom we have an laterelt, 
In which we crave Liberty to aſſure your Majeſty that we ſhall not be wanr- 
ing; for we cannot but acknowledge that we are under the higheſt Obliga- 


tions; not only as Subjects but as Proteſtants, to be conſtant and fervent in 


our Addreſſes to the Sovereign God, that he would richly bleſs, long preſerve 
and proſper your Majeſty whoſe Zeal for maintaining of our holy Religion, 
and reſtoring to their juſt Rights thoſe that have been unjuſtly oppre£'d for 
adhearing to it, hath been in the Courſe of your glorious Reign manifeſted 
to the World, and which to our great Joy hath ſignally appear'd ia your 
Majeſty's moſt gracious Anſwer to the late Addreſs of our Brethren, the 
diſtreſſed and perſecnted Proteſtants of France. | | 
May the great God in his infinite Mercy make your Majeſty an illuſtri- 
ous Inſtrument, not only to procure a firm Peace to Europe, but to reſtore 
the ruined Zion of our. Redeemer in the Dominions of that haughty Monarch, 
who hath impiouſly gloried in his having raz'd it even to the Foundation 
thereof; that the Almighty may be always your Strength and Defence ; 
that he may alway compaſs your Royal Perſon with his Favours as with 
a Shield; that he may long continue you to be a Guardian to the Proteſtant 


Churches and Liberties of Europe, a Bleſſing to your loving People, and poli- 


ſeſs your Majeſty at laſt of Glory, Honour and Immortality, is and ſhall be 
the fervent Prayer of, „ TC? 


: May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


Tour Majeſty's moſt Faithful, moſt 
Obedient and moſt HumblaSubjetts, 


„„ N 
The Miniſters and Elders, ＋ fr this | 
National Aſſembly of the Church of = 
Scotland. x nd 
Signed in our Preſence, imaur Name, 
and at our Appontment, By, 


John Stirling, Moderator. 
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A LI 5 T of all che nn and Moderators to the 
General A ſſembly ſince the Revolution. © 


The Names of the | Moderators, FE” where they Year the 
; | Aſſe TO 
Commiſſioners. | were Miniſters. . 


Mr. Hugh Kennedy, one o the Mi 
ORD Carmichael, 1 feers ot Edinburgh. f 5 4 1690 


Earl of Lothian, 
afterwards Marqueſs of Mr. William Creichtoun, ibid, 16 92 
- Lothian, : ” 
Lord Carmichael, | Ar John Lav, Aline, 2 f 1694 
. atrick Symſon, Mimfter of © 
Lord Carmichael, 1 Renfew, ult. 95. and Princ. 156986 
; 5 Mr. William Creichtoun, one of the 
Lord Carmichael, 3 Mainifters of Edinburgh. Ji 8 1697 
Lord e Ar. George Meldrum, ibid. 1698 
Lord Carmichael, now 7 8 
20 of Hyndford, f. Mr. George Hamilton, ibid. 1699 


Viſcount Seafield, now Earl ; Mr. Da. Blair, Miniſter, ibid. and 4 
of Seatield, ; Chaplain to Her Majeſty. 


Marqueſs of Annandale, 1 deere, fe Ainiſter in 8 1701 
Earl of Marchmount, 4 i Berea; _ 8 1702 

| | © George Meldrum, Mini er | 
Farl of Seafield. of Edinburgh. ff 0 1703 


r. Thomas Wilkey, Mani er 
in 9 gate. . 0 1704 


Lord Roſſe, 5 
Mr. Willam Carſtairs, Principal 
ö 170 


of the Colledge of Edinburgh, one 


: Marquieſs of Annandale, ; of the Miniſters of the City, and 


Chaplain to Her Majeſty. 
Earl of Glaſgow, 4 *f — 2 Witheard, Miniſfer & . 706 
| x. John Stirling, Principal o 
Earl of Ghalgow, the Colledge of 8 : oF PIE. 
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HAP. I. Of Deacons. Bs eg 2 Page 2 
| Chap. II. Of Ruling Elders, - cx ob 
Chap. III. Of Miniſters. | . p. 6 
Chap. IV. Of Kirk-Seſſions. IP 
Chap. V. Of Presbytery. | | p. 9 
Chap. VI. Of Provincial Synods. | | p. o 
Chap. VII. Of the General Aſſembly. | p- Ir 
Chap. VIII. Of Parochial Viſitation and Examination, or Catechiſmg. P. 12 
Chap. IX. Of Preaching and Publick Worfhip. | p. 14 
Chap. X. Of Baptiſm. p. 15 
Chap. XI. Of the Lord's Supper. | | ibid. 
Chap. XII. Of Holy Days. 'E | p. 17 
Chap. XIII. Of Marriages. ; | ibid. 
Chap. XIV. Of Schools anFOniverſtzes. 25 P. 18 
Chap. XV. Of Probationers. P- 25 


A.-P-Q-S-T S.C-RA-PT. concerning-the Epiſcopal Difſenters. .. pr. 26 
Aft concerning the Method and Form of Proceedure of Fudicatories of the Church 


againſt Scandalous Perſons. p. 28 
Aft approving a Form of Proceſs in the Fudicatories of the Church, with Relation 


to Scandals and Cenſures. p. 29 


The Form of Proceſs in the Fudicatories of the Church of Scotland, with Rela- 
| tion to Scandals and Cenſures, = 


Chap. I. Concerning Church-Government, Diſcipline, Scandals, and Cenſures in 


general. 5 P- 30 
Chap. II. Concerning the Entering of Proceſſes, Citation of Parties and Witneſſes, 
and taking Depoſitions and anent Fugitives from Diſcipline. p. 31 


Chap. III. Concerning Swearers, Curſers, Profaners of the Lord's Day, Drunk- 

| ards, and other Scandals of that Nature. | p- 34 
Chap. IV. Concerning the Sin of Fornication, Adultery, and Scandalous Carri- 
| age tending thereto. P. 35 
Chap. V. Concerning Appeals from a Rirl-Seſſion to a Presbytery, &c. 8 
Chap. VI. Concerning Proceſſes, which natively begin at the Kirl-Seſſian, but are 


not to be brought to a Final Determination by them. p. 4 
Chap. VII. Concerning Proceſſes againſt Miniſters. 4x” 4 


Chap. VIII. 
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